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Lesson Calendar 


. April 5.—Jesus the Good Shepherd .. ..... = to : 1-18 


2. April 12.—The Raising of Lazarus ........ obn 11: 1-57 

3. April 19.—Jesus Anointed at Bethany . John 12 : 1-11 

4. April 26.—Jesus Teaches Humility ........ John 13 : 1-20 

5. May 3.—Our Heavenly Home ............ John 14 
6. May 10.—The Mission of the Moly 

Spirit .. . John de 26 to,16.> 24 

May 17. —Jesus etrayed and Denied | . John 18 : 1-27 

5 May 24.—Jesus’ Deathand Burial. ....... ‘John 19 : 17-42 

2 May 31.—Jesus Risen from the Dead... .. . . John 20: 1-18 


June 7.—Jesus Appears to the Apostles . . John 20: 19-31 
June 14.—The Risen Christ by the Sea of Galilee . John az : 1-25 
12. June 21.—Review 
13- 13; June 28.—Temperance Lesson .......... Eph. 5 : 6-21 
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The Capture 


By Louis M. Waterman 


HE Truth marched forth with banners 
On printed page : 
I pondered full surrender ° 
For one brief stage ; 


With crash and cry, from rostrum 
Truth thundered in: 

The stir and thrill subsided 
When died the din; 


* Twas when Truth came incarnate 
It proved too much: | 
The rampart struck its colors 
To human touch! 
Bottineau, N. D. 








The Revival of To-Day 


Most Christian people make their salvation self- 
ish, and have no particular interest in sharing it with 


others. Therefore Christian communities still need 
to be evangelized. At this writing, an evangelistic 
campaign is drawing to a close in the Christian city 
of Philadelphia. It is the first campaign of just this 
sort that has ever been conducted in Philadelphia, 
and probably will prove the most remarkable and 
enduring in its results. Two new features have char- 
acterized it: the work has been done chiefly in the 
churches themselves ; and, instead of being central- 
ized in one or two points, it has covered the entire 
city at once, simultaneous meetings having been held 
in forty-five different districts of the city. About 
four hundred churches co-operated. In next week's 
issue of the Times some of the facts and methods of 
the work will be discussed editorially. In this week's 
issue four of the leaders of the campaign present dif- 
ferent aspects of present-day evangelism: Dr. J. 
Wilbur Chapman, the commander-in-chief of the 


Philadelphia campaign; his singing partner, Mr. 
Charles M. Alexander; ‘* Ralph Connor,"’ or Dr. 
Charles W. Gordon, who came from Winnipeg to 
help in the fight ; and the well-known English evan- 
gelist, Dr. William J. Dawson. The revival of to-day 
is a needed part of the twentieth century awakening. 
There is a wealth of inspiration to be caught from the 
messages of these consecrated leaders. 


x 
Building Our Own Hereafter 


Life in heaven will not be essentially different 
from the earthly life of those who are to live in Heaven. 
We shall live after death the kind of life we have been 
living on earth. If present life is a living death, be- 
cause of sin, we are heading for a goal of which we 
have already tasted. If present life is daily deepen- 
ing in joy because of our growing realization of the 
presence of Christ the Elder Brother and God the 
Father, then we are already living the eternal life ; and 
that is the Heavenly life. -Physical death, in either 
case, is only the incident of our complete release to that 
which we have chosen and experienced on earth. As 
one has well said: ‘*‘The Hereafter, which we shroud 
with so much of mystery, is just the here after."’ 


=x 
Burying Dead Pasts 


Differences or estrangements between Christian 
people are best buried and forgotten. Yet there is 
often a seeming desire to keep the story of such a differ- 
ence alive. Recently a contributor to the Times’ ‘‘Il- 
lustration Round-Table’’ sent an incident concerning 
one of the most widely known of living English evangel- 
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many of us love to do! 


ists, to the effect that his general evangelistic work 
started after he had been forced out of his own church 
by the opposition of one of his leading members to 
his soul-saving activity. The incident was referred 
to the preacher himself for verification, and his reply 
is worth pondering. He writes : ‘‘The incident re- 
ferred to in your enclosed letter is a garbled state- 
ment of something which happened in 1874. The 
good man referred to has been in Heaven fora long 
time ; and there may have been undue heat on each 
side. I should be glad if the incident could be rele- 
gated to oblivion."’ How much better that is than to 
hark back over the dead bones of old errors, as so 
Present right is not much 
helped by retailing stories of past wrong. 


Pd 
Never Mind the Marks 


We all like to get credit for our services, but 
such recognition should not concern us at all. In 
‘«The Altar Fire’’ we are told how disappointed the 
writer was ‘*when old Hoskyns, in whose class I was, 
threw an essay, over which I had taken a lot of trou. 
ble, into the waste-basket before my eyes without 
even looking it over. I see now I got all the good 
out of the essay by writing it, and that the credit of it 
mattered very little; but then I simply thought he 
was a very disagreeable and idle old fellow.’’ How 
true to life! We all want to have our papers exam- 
ined and to get as many ‘‘marks’’ as possible; but 
as our lives deepen we shall covet the chance to do 
our part in quiet, where 


** Only the Master shall praise us, 
And only the Master shall blame.’’ 


% 


How Does the Holy Spirit Reach Unbelievers ? 


= THE popular thought of Christians, an impor- 
tant mission of the Holy Spirit is in arresting the 
attention of unbelievers, striving with those who 
are out of Christ, bringing sinners under conviction 
of sin, and converting or regenerating the ungodly. 
Yet there is little, if anything, in the New Testament 
to justify this belief, or to lead one to suppose that 
the mission of the Holy Spirit is directly to any who 
are not already disciples of Jesus. 

It is in, and by, and through the Holy Spirit’ s power, 
that believers in Jesus can know the truth, can pro- 
claim the truth effectively, or can influence in favor 
of the truth any unbeliever to whom they are sent, or 
in whose behalf they labor and pray. It is by and 
through the agency of believers who are in the power 
of the Holy Spirit that any unbeliever is attracted to 
the truth, or is shown his sinfulness, or is won to the 
loving service of Jesus. The trusting believer in Jesus 
is, as it were, the agent, the instrument, the avenue, 
of the Holy Spirit, in behalf of the outside world ; 
and the Holy Spirit is the supreme source of all knowl- 
edge and power and practical efficiency on the part 
of the trusting believer in Jesus, both in that believer's 
personal attainment and in his evangelistic endeavor 
in the world. On all these points the New Testament 
teachings would seem to be unqualified and unmis- 
takable. 

Jesus promised to his disciples an unfailing supply 
of the satisfying water of life, for themselves and for 
others. ‘*This spake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believed on him were to receive’’ (John 7 : 39), 
not, as so many would seem to read the promise, 
‘« This spake he of the Spirit,. by which they that re- 
ceive were to be made believers in him.’’ Again he 
said : ‘*I will pray the Father, arid he shall give you 





Condensed from ‘‘ Our Misunderstood Bible,’’ by the late 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


[my disciples] another Comforter, that he may be 
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth : whom the 
world [the outside unbelievers] cannot receive ; for it 
beholdeth him nat, neither knoweth him: ye know 
him ; for he abideth with you, and shall be in you"’ 
(John 14: 16, 17). As to the source of all power to 
his disciples in their witnessing for him, Jesus said 
specifically to those disciples, at the very time of his 
ascension : ‘‘ Ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you : and [in that power] ye shall 
be my witnesses... unto the uttermost part of the 
earth’’ (Acts 1 : 8). In fulfilment of these promises 
of Jesus, the Holy Spirit came upon his disciples at 
the following day of Pentecost, and those disciples 
were thenceforward ‘* filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit’’ (Acts 13 : 52); as it is the privilege of every 
disciple of Jesus to be, at the present time, and until 
the coming again of Jesus. 

This truth the disciples understood and illustrated 
in all their teaching and in all their toilings. When 
Peter was first preaching in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and his sin-convicted hearers asked what was 
their duty, in view of their transgression and its con- 
sequences, ‘* Peter satd unto them, Repent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins ; and ye [also] shail 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’’ (Acts 2 : 38). He 
did not say, ‘‘ Receive ye the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and then you may be baptized as disciples of Jesus 
Christ."" Again, when standing before the Jewish 
council, Peter and his fellow-apostles testified of Jesus 
as the crucified and risen Saviour, saying, ‘‘ And we 
are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him 
(Acts § : 32); not, ‘*God causes to obey him those 
who have the gift of the Holy Spirit."’ 

When the prayers and alms of the Gentile Cor- 
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nelius had come up to God acceptably, and God had 
sent an angel messenger to direct Cornelius as to his 
duty, it was not until Peter, himself a man already in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, was present to proclaim 
to Cornelius and his fellow-hearers the truth concern- 
ing Jesus as the Saviour of sinners, that ‘‘the Holy 
Spirit fell on all them which heard the word.’’ Even 
when Jesus himself met Saul the persecutor, on the 
road to Damascus, and summoned him to his service, 
it was not until three days were passed that Saul re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit ; and then that blessing came 
to him in the appointed way through Ananias, who 
before this was a disciple of Jesus. Saul’s conversion 
was not by the Holy Spirit, but through the presence 
and voice of Jesus. Then Saul was a subject for the 
Holy Spirit's mission through a Spirit-endowed be- 
liever in Jesus. Afterward Paul found a dozen dis- 
ciples or so in Ephesus, who were apparently in the 
state in which he had been in that three days’ inter- 
val of darkness before Ananias was brought to him. 
‘*Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed ?’’ 
asked Paul of these men. ‘‘And they said unto him, 
Nay, we did not so much as hear whether the Holy 
Spirit was [yet] given.’’ Then he laid his hands on 
those believers, and ‘‘the Holy Spirit came on them”’ 
(Acts 19 : 2, 6) also. 

It was apparently in this view of the order of the 
Holy Spirit's workings, and of the scope of the Holy 
Spirit's work, that Paul wrote to believing disciples in 
Galatia and in Rome: ‘ Because ye are sons [of God], 
God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying,, Abba, Father’’ (Gal. 4 : 6). 

It is a strange fact, that, notwithstanding the ex- 
plicitness and uniformity of the New Testament teach- 
ings on this subject, there is a wide-spread popular 
opinion that the Holy Spirit's work is directly and im- 
mediately on or in the heart of the unbeliever, without 
the intervention or agency of the Christian believer. 
To hear what is said in the sermons, or sung in the 
hymns, or prayed in the prayers, of many Christians, 
one might believe that the Holy Spirit is sent directly 
to the unbelieving sinner, to strive with him, to show 
him his sin, and to point him to the Saviour ; and that 
therefore the Christian preacher or teacher has rather 
to wait the results of this work of the Spirit, than to 
be the instrument or the avenue of this work. Many 
a Christian seems to think that the Holy Spirit's work 
is that of a revival preacher, in moving sinners to re- 
pentance by a direct appeal to their consciences and 
understandings, instead of stirring up Christians to 
appeal, in the power of the Spirit, to unbelievers to 
believe and to turn to God. 

Zt would almost seem as if Christians thought that 


preachers and teachers, at home or abroad, were not, 


a necessity, in the declared plan of God's working, in 
order to the Holy Spirit's evangelizing of the world ; 
that, in fact, the Holy Spirit—in the present dispen- 
sation—would be just as likely to reach sinners with- 
out the intervention of Christian believers as with 
them. That this error of opinion has no basis in the 
teachings of the Bible, does not, certainly, make it any 
the less dangerous in its practical influence ; nor does 
this lack of foundation seem to hinder its acceptance 
by many a professed student of the Bible. 

It is true that, in this present dispensation of the 
Spirit, all power in the evangelizing of the world, and 
in the swaying of the hearts of men toward Christ and 
in the service of Christ, is primarily with the the Holy 
Spirit. But it is also true that the Holy Spirit, accord- 
ing to the Bible teachings, works in and by and through 
believers in Jesus. . Hence if one who is nota believer 
in Jesus is to be won to discipleship, the question is 
not, ‘*Will the Holy Spirit work on his mind im- 
mediately, or will the Holy Spirit work through one 


* whor already believes ?’’ forthat question, the Bible has | 


already answered. The question would rather seem to 
be, ‘‘ By which disciple of Jesus is the Holy Spirit to 
work for the winning of this sinner to the loving serv- 
ice of the Saviour?’’ If indeed a sinner be won 
through the Bible itself, that is really being won 
through the believer who wrote that portion of the 
Bible. The Holy Spirit can use the written words, 
like the spoken words, of a chosen messenger of God 
to an unbelieving soul. But in every case the Spirit 
reaches the believer mediately, not immediately. 

If the power of the Holy Spirit's drawing were 
to be likened, for a mere figure of speech, to magnetic 
attraction, the disciple through whom the Holy Spirit 
works would be the already magnetized piece of steel, 
and the outside sinner would be the bit of iron in its 
natural state. The natural iron is not moved by itself 
or in its own power; neither is it, in the present 
course of things, reached directly by the primitive 
lodestone ; but it is by means of the magnetized steel 
that this iron is now lifted and drawn in the direction 
of the Polar Star of the universe. The power is the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


mysterious magnetic attraction, but the method of 
that attraction’s working is through the magnetized 
steel that was once a bit of impotent iron. So it is 
with him that is won of the Spirit, or by whom the 
Spirit wins, in the plan of God’s working. 

If Christians generally would but realize this truth 
concerning the mission and workings of the Holy 
Spirit, what an added sense of responsibility would 
rest on them, as the chosen instruments and avenues 
of the Holy Spirit's power in their sphere of labor and 
of influence! Without the Holy Spirit's power no 
Christian can pray aright, or study aright, or teach 
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aright, or live aright. And unless Christians are 
ready, as the believing disciples of Jesus, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, for the declaring of the truth impres- 
sively to outside sinners, the one agency which God 
chooses to honor for the reaching of those sinners is 
lacking—because of the unreadiness of believers. 

Sinners will not, it is true, be drawn to Jesus unless 
the Holy Spirit draws them ; but we have no reason 
to suppose that the Holy Spirit will draw sinners to 
Jesus. except through believers in Jesus ; for this is 
the disclosed plan and order of the Holy Spirit's work- 
ing in this present world of ours. 





How Use the Tithe? 


To give the tenth of one’s increase, or income, 
to the Lord, is to live by a principle that is perma- 
nent in its obligation, and binding upon all. But 
just how shall we give it ‘*to the Lord’’ after we have 
decided to do so? That is the very practical question 
raised by a Kentucky reader : 


To my mind, what we give unto the welfare of our fellow- 
men in various ways is part of our tithe. 

Jesus said, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.’ 

Such moneys as are used in giving a neighbor a helpful 
book, a subscription to a high-class Christian paper, or a 
membership in a Christian association ; money used for post- 
age in the interest of Sunday-school, Y. M. C, A., or other 
Christian work ; money used for material for church repairs, 
Can such be rightly figured as a part of our tithe ? 

Does money given toward Christian convention expenses 
form part of our tithe ? 

I hardly think that money spent in entertaining a Sunday- 
school class can be counted as a part of our tithe. 

I consider money given to charity as a part of our tithe. 

Ycur past articles on tithing have been helpful and instruct- 
ive to me, and no doubt you will throw light on the questions 
I ask here and correct my mistaken ideas, if; such the be. 
Nothing but peace, joy, and contentment result from follow- 
ing God's will ; and | long to know it more and more. 


Here is a question which ought to be and can be 
settled for each individual by God himself. It may 
simply be said, however, that many understand the 
God-intended use of the tithe to be for these two gen- 
eral objects : the work and extension of the Kingdom 
on earth ; and benevolences.’ The’first general divi- 
sion would include foreign missions, home missions, 
church support and church work. of every sort (in- 
cluding, of course, Sunday-school and ‘all other 
religious activities). The second covers such gifts 
to individuals or institutions as would fairly come 
under the head of ‘‘charity.’’ 
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Is Our Hope in Ourselves, or in God ? 
When a man claims to be doing all that God 
asks him to do, and yet complains of fearing that all 
is not as it should be, it looks very much as though 
he was looking in a hopelessly mistaken direction for 
his comfort and assurance. Thus the reader whose 
letter of earnest inquiry as to whether there is hope 
for backsliders was answered in last week's issue of 
the Times, sends this further expression of doubt as 


* to his own condition : 


My indifference grieves me, yet it does not grieve me enough. 
I am sorry for my past sins, but I realize I ought to be a thou- 
sand times sorrier than I am. I attend joyfully on all the 
ordinances of the church,—preaching-services, prayer-meet- 
ing, Sunday-school, teachers’-meeting, and class-meeting. I 
am the leader of this last. I love the church, the brethren, 
—everybody.. , 

I have one bitter enemy here whom i strongly suspect of 
being the writer of two bitterly abusive, scandalous, anony- 
mous letters. ‘Though I have turned the matter over to the 
postal authorities, and believe he will land in the federal 
prison, | know I have no bitterness in my heart for him. I 
pray for him, and should like to do him good, if the way were 
open. 

But with all this, my spirit is not a/ive for God. My mind 
does not dwell on him as continuously and eagerly and lov- 
ingly as it should. If I know my own deceitful heart, I have 
made a full surrender to Christ,—of my substance, my talents, 
my time, myse/f. If it were indicated to me as his will, I 
would pack up and start to-morrow to Johannesburg,-—or go 
without waiting to pack. At the same time I realize that 
if I give my body to be burned and have not Jove, I am 
nothing. If I had that love in the measure I once had it, I 
know I should dwell on Pisgah heights a//7 the time. I know 
it is my privilege and my duty to walk in the Delectable 
Mountains all the time, and if I find myself in the valley, ‘sin 
lieth at the door."’ 


No man ever finds his way to the light by concen- 
trating his attention on himself as persistently as this 
man is doing. He ought to be thinking, all the time, 
of what God is and what God has promised to do for 
every one who seeks Him. Instead, he is turning his 





thoughts in on himself, —and there is only discourage- 
ment and numbness and darkness to be found there. 
He keeps asking himself,—unconsciously perhaps, 
but none the less persistently,—how do | /ee/ now; 


do I feel as sorry as I ought to feel ; do I feel as lov- 
ing as I ought to feel ; do I feel as ecstatic as I have 
sometimes felt; do I feel sure I am on Pisgah’s 
heights, and walking in the Delectable Mountains ? 
I is ‘I, I, I,’’ with him all the time-: and there is 
no hope there. When he is willing to. turn his back 
squarely on ‘‘I'’: forget himself, ignore his feelings, 
snap his fingers in the face of his feeling or lack of 
feeling and say, ‘‘I know whom I have believed [and 
it is some one worthier and more dependable than my- 
self], and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day,’’ 
then he will begin to find life worth living again. 
What about that bitter enemy whom he says he 
prays for, and has no ill-will toward ? Has he over- 
whelmingly convinced that enemy of his love for him? 
Is it possible that the whole trouble with this in- 


“-quirer’s spiritual condition lies right in this episode ? 


It certainly looks: as though he had an opportunity 
here to revolutionize, or at any rate revitalize, his own 
spiritual life. It is possible to break that enemy 
down, not in a federal prison, but by scorching, burn- 
ing coals of fire. Love will-do it,—not love. that 
stops with prayer, but that gets up from its knees and 
seeks out and wins the one prayed for. It is well to 
pray for people, but it is not well to let prayer be a 
substitute for action; if prayer is the end of our 
effort, our prayer may never be answered. If the in- 
quirer so. spends himself in winning the entire confi- 
dence of his enemy and thereby demonstrating the 
injustice of the attack, he will have made a conquest 
that is worth working a lifetime for. It may take the 
better part of a lifetime to bring it to pass. If so, the 
goal is just so much the more worth while. The very 
costliness of the effort would be likely, by ‘‘the ex- 
pulsive power of a new affection,’’ to solve all the 
present spiritual difficulty by taking the mind clean 
off it. 

But it is to be remembered that one may, or may 
not, feel better after he has stopped thinking about 
himself and his feelings. Whether one does or not 
is a minor matter. God does not promise certain 
feelings to his children. God does promise redemp- 
tion ; and eternal life here and hereafter; and the 
presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, who will 
show us what to do and give us the strength to do it. 
God is unchanging, no matter how much we and our 
feelings change. God's promises hold, whether we 
think we are up on the mountain-top or down in the 
valley. Let us have done with searching our inwards 
to:see whether God is‘to be-depended upon! - 


‘Nae 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


RACIOUS God, our Father, we would stand with Israel 
between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, and in our turn, 
anew, make our own momentous choice, between good 

and evil, between blessing and curse, between life and death. 
Enable us to see thy hand leading us hither, to hear the Father's 
voice, to make the irrevocable and glorious choice. .. We 
would have grace to see thy hand in the evangelistic move- 
ments of our time, and in the revival work in our own com- 
munity. It is thy hand that has brought us together, just here, 
and just now. Oh, that our hearts and lives may answer to 
this divine call and respond to the gracious opportunity. 

We would see thee in the growing temperance movement ; in 
the movement for civic reform ; in the literary and religious 
awakening of our day ; in the amazing development of mis- 
sions, and of world-wide international politics and diplomacy. 
. . « Keep us from isolating ourselves from any of these things 
in which thou art. We want thee. Father, take us whither 
thou goest, and so link us with thee in all knowledge, service. 
and power. ‘hus would we grow in likeness to thee; and 


thus through Jesus Christ, our Captain and Guide, would we 
make our calling and election sure. 
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The Holy Spirit in Practical-Life 


By james G. K. McClure, D.D., President of McCormick Theological Seminary 








RACTICAL life is life as it actually is. We 
often distinguish it from theoretical life, 
which is life as we imagine it may be, or as 
we desire it should be. The one great 
trouble about theoretical life is the difficulty, 
“- if not the’ impossibility, of making it actual ; 





“it ‘belongs to persons who are in the clouds, | to persons 


who-are dreamers and visionaries. Practical life, 
however, is life as we can live it and ordinarily do 
it is our everyday experience, our common 
work, our routine of cares and responsibilities. When 
we speak of practical life we see a farmer going out 
to his fields, a merchant entering ‘his business office, 
a woman taking up her household routine, a mechanic 
bending over his tools. 

Practical life tends to dull what we call spiritual 
perception. We become so absorbed in our pursuits 
that our outlook upon life is matter-of-fact, and our 
horizon stops with our tasks.- I once saw a man in a 
lumber mill of Wisconsin who for ten hours a day 
stood before a machine and fed into it narrow pieces 
of wood to be’ trimmed into a smaller size. From 
seven until twelve, and from one until six every day 


‘of the summer-time, that was his’ assigned labor, 47s 


practical life.’ It would seem as though under such 
circumstances large ideals and beautiful impulses 
could have no large place in life, and must die away 
into impotence. 


For the Shop, the Street, and the Home 

And still that man in the lumber mill—in an exag- 
gerated way—illustrates what is occurring in thousands 
upon thousands of cases : men and women are finding 
their practical life made up of recurring details, or 
incessant activities, or burdensome cares, that are ex- 
ceedingly prosaic. I look out from my window as I 
write and-I see the conductors on the street-cars, the 
clerks in the stores* the housewives with their baskets, 
the drivers behind their -horses, and I realize that 
every one of these persons is in danger of becoming 
of the earth, earthy. What they all need is some 
power within their souls that shall suggest to them 
far-away looks and heaven-high aspirations and world- 
wide purposes, that shall lift them out of littleness 
and impart to them sweet patience and Christlike 
sympathies. It is not that they need raptures, for they 
may be temperamentally incapable of raptures ; they 
are unable to understand the exalted language of many 
hymns that might be sung to them, or to understand 
emotional extracts from the biographies of Fenelon 
and Payson that might be read to them. But they do 
need a Zfe of ideal and impulse and principle and 
triumph. 

The Holy Spirit i is the supply for that need. His 
mission on’ earth is to enter into the practical life of 
mankind and afford it elasticity, and height, and wide- 
ness. Certainly Christ so thought of the Holy Spirit 
when he promised him to his disciples. These dis- 
ciples were to'go forth ina little time to face every 
kind of: perplexity and burden. Mountain-top expe- 
riences of ecstasy were to be rare with them ; but val- 
ley tramping where there were people who obstructed 
their path, and where difficulties and problems and 
prisons confronted them at every turn, was to be their 
ordinary life-lot. Christ knew all about their inter- 
views with officials, and their hardships and persecu- 
tions, and it was in view of these very matters that he 
spoke so'cheeringly of the part the Holy Spirit was to 
have in their lives. 

What later occurred in the history of these disciples 
confirmed Christ's expectation ; the Holy Spirit in 
their hearts became the power whereby they fitted 
into all kinds of occasion. Were they called upon to 
spéak, he enabled them to speak. Were they in 
dungeons, he put a song upon their lips. Were they 
trying to help their fellow-men, he instructed them 
what to do. Were they attempting to recall what 
their Master had once said and done in their pres- 
ence, he vivified their memory. Whatever the cir- 
cumstance in which they found themselves, it was. the 
Holy Spirit that enabled them to use that circumstance 
to their own best development and to the world’s best 
good, 

It has long seemed to me very serviceable to the 
understanding of the place of the Holy Spirit in prac- 
tical life to bear in mind that the word translated 


‘«Comforter’’ may be translated ‘‘ Helper.’’ So 
Wycliffe translated it, and so | always think of it 
when I come upon the word ‘*Comforter.’"’ Com- 
forter is really made up of two Latin words, con and 
Jortis,—con being intensive, and /ortis signifying 
brave, strong.. Musicians know when they come to 
a ‘‘forte'’ in the scale they are to render the notes 
emphatically, cheerily, stirringly. The ‘‘Comforter’’ 
is to help us to be-brave, strong, cheery. 

There are other words in Scripture for the idea of 
soothing sorrow, of binding up the broken-hearted, 
and of allaying pain. But the word Comforter. is 
Helper, and it is Helper im view of doing things,— 
whether perils are to be bravely faced or efforts are to 
be energetically: undertaken. 

But some one may say : ‘‘I do not understand who 
the Holy Spirit is. . Will you explain to me how he 
is separated in thought from the Father and the Son?’’ 
I frankly confess that I cannot find expressions for 
such a description of the Holy Spirit as will be satis- 
factory either to myself or to others. The fact is that 
it is very questionable whether God ever intended or 
now desires that we should attempt to set forth in our 
earthly language any hard and fast statement that dif- 
ferentiates the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
so that they stand out as distinct entities. We need 
a celestial language for any such attempt, and a celes- 
tial language has not yet been vouchsafed to us. It 
is enough to know that the Scriptures bring the Father 
before us as God, the Son before us as God, and the 
Holy Spirit before us-as God, and that those same 
Scriptures make the Father, the Son, and the Holy 


_ Ghost one God, and at the same time warrant us in 


directing thought in one hour to the Father, in another 
hour to the Son, and in a third hour to the Holy 
Spirit. 


A Practical Answer for a Troubled Student 

Lately, while I was in residence at Harvard Uni- 
versity as University preacher, a student sought an 
interview who asked.me this question : ‘‘ How do you 
separate in your mind the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, so as to pray to each ?’’ My answer was 
twofold. First, I said, I believe with all my heart 
that there never has been, and never can be, any 
jealoysy between the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. If we reach God, whether through the Father, 
the Son, or the Holy Spirit, we reach him for whom 
they stand and who they are, and they, each in his 
own name and place, are perfectly content. The 
main thing to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit is that we come to the Infinite Godhead, and 
avail ourselves of his love and power and receive his 
gifts. Whether we say ‘‘ Father,’’ or say ‘* Saviour,’’ 
or say ‘‘ Holy Spirit,’’ is a very secondary matter so 
long as we draw nigh to the Source of all blessing, and 
walk in his light and life. We need therefore not be 
worried if at any time our conception of the respective 
spheres of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is 
dull and even indistinct. 

Then to the student I added the second part of the 
answer. I said I find that when, like a prodigal son ina 
far country, I am conscious of sin and oppressed with 
need, when I am tired and weary-hearted, it is instinc- 
tive with me to lift my heart heavenward and say, 
‘¢O Father, forgive me and receive me and take care 
of me and bless me.’’ Then at another time, when 
I am surrounded by temptations to worldliness or 
irresponsibility or self-centeredness, when I fear that 
I shall prove false to duty, it is instinctive with me to 
lift my heart heavenward and say, ‘*O Saviour, 
tempted once as I am, come to me with thy power 
and enable me to stand true and strong.’’ And: then 
at another time, when I am aware that my love is 
cold and my service is formal, and it seems as though 
I lacked energy and glow and inspiration, it is instinc- 
tive with me to lift my heart heavenward and say, ‘*O 
Holy Spirit, breathe upon me and purify me, and en- 
kindle within me new love, new devotion, and new 
joy."’ 

it may be asserted that this twofold answer does not 
cover the whole ground of inquiry about the Holy 
Spirit in practical life. I do not pretend that it does. 


“There is, however, one additional statement that helps 


to clarify the-situation. It is this; that the Holy Spirit 
was promised by Christ for a particular purpose, and 
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later on, at Pentecost, was outpoured to accomplish 
that particular purpose ; that purpose being fo he/p 
disciples to be saviors of their fellow-men. 

To my own mind there is a great point here. The 
Holy Spirit was not to be given simply that men might 
be more spiritually-minded, more joyous, more peace- 
ful,—not to make men more beautiful men as others 
stand off and look at them. But he was given to 
enable them to save others ; he is their Helper to that 
end. At Pentecost he came to men and women who 
wished to be made ready to lead their comrades to 
Christ. So he now comes to us as the Comforter, the 
Helper only, as I believe, when we wish his presence, 
that in him and through him we may be made service- 
able in saving the world. His distinct mission is to 
point to Christ. When we say, at any time or any 
place, ‘‘I desire to-day and here so to live as to be a 
witness for Christ and bring men to Christ,’’ we may 
be sure that the Holy Spirit will come to us as he did 
to the disciples at Pentecost. It is merely a question 
whether in a given hour we are absolutely surrendered 
to Christ, and are dead in earnest to make our lives 
tell in the winning of people to Christ. If such is our 
absolute surrender and our absorbing desire, the Holy 
Spirit will come in with his power. 

But notice the nature of the question that we straight- 
way face! ‘Is it now, this minute, and will it be to- 
morrow, in my home and in my business, the domi- 
nant purpose of my life thus to manifest Christ and 
thus to draw men to him?’’ This is a question not 
merely for so-called religious workers, but for all per- 
sons. I believe it-is the question that Christ intended 
every one of his followers should put to himself with 
each new day in order to fully realize that his conduct 
in every enterprise should contribute to the glorifica- 
tion of Christ. The Sunday-school teacher is to go to 
his class with the purpose of speaking to the scholars 
in such a way as to make Christ beautiful to them ; 
the merchant is to lay his hand on his merchandise 
for the clear end of honoring Christ therein ; the serv- 
ant is to aim at.meeting: his tasks with such fidelity 
that observers shall magnify the power of faith in 
Christ. 


Everyday Results of the Spirit-Filled Life 

When people seek the Holy Spirit within them for 
this end, they will, first, keep open hearts for his pres- 
ence ; then they will be quiet that he may speak to 
them ; then they will listen to his voice as it comes in 
every beneficent thought arising within them ; then 
they will put away dishonesty, unkindness, impatience, 
fretfulness, because the Holy Spirit cannot be a Helper 
to Christian service where such faults of conduct and 
mind are allowed to stay. 

The gift of the Comforter is to be distinguished from 
the ordinary gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
worked through all the ages, informing, inspiriting, 
and purifying mankind. He so works now. But the 
gift of the Comforter is for service, and the treasure- 
house of that gift was opened once for all at Pentecost. 
In this special function, of power for usefulness in 
Christian service, he has never been withdrawn. No 
man need wait ‘‘ for’’ him to-day. What we need to 
do is to wait ‘‘on’’ him, and waiting ‘‘on*’ him is 
putting ourselves before him and saying, ‘* What do 
you wish me to do for Christ and Christ's kingdom ? 
I am ready for whatever you wish.’’ 

In a book lately issued by the Rev. Dr. P. Taylor 
Forsyth, entitled ‘‘ Positive Preaching and Modern 
Mind,”’ there is a statement worthy of consideration. 
He distinguishes between what he calls worship and 
obedience. Heclaims that oftentimes ‘‘ Christolatry ’’ 
has been substituted for ‘‘ Christocracy.’’ Christ is 
worshiped, but not obeyed: while Christ demands 
obedience, and does not demand worship. 

This statement suggests the thought that the Holy 
Spirit is not so desirous of our worship as he is of our 
obedience. Suppose it is true that we do not always 
bow down before him and in a distinct way adore 
him. Still if we listen every day for a voice in the 
soul that interprets life in terms of Christ, and if we 
obey that voice,—the voice that summons us to be 
reproductions of Christ wherever we are,—we shall 
certainly obey the Holy Spirit, and shali find him the 
transforming and glorifying power of our practical life. 

CHICAGO. 
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Reaching a City for Christ 
By J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D. 











HE simultaneous plan is one way of moving a 
city. It is by no means the only way, but in 
my personal judgment it is by far the most 

effective and far-reaching manner of laying hold upon 
a community for Christ. 

It is the natural outgrowth or development of pre- 
vious plans. It embraces many of the methods and 
ideas which have made evangelistic services in past 
days so great a spiritual force, and ‘is in the judgment 
of many people a. modern, up-to-date business way 
of laying hold upon a city, either large or small. 

I do not at all consider that the plan is original 
with myself. Doubtless my as- 
sociates and I may have given 
it many of its features which 
have made it command the at- 
tention of thoughtful, earnest 
people ; but in the.days when 
B. Fay Mills was at the height 
of his evangelistic power he 
worked the plan somewhat, for 
very frequently I was associated 
with him in such cities as Phila- 
delphia, Minneapolis, and Cin- 
cinnati, in holding district meet- 
ings; then he would go to the 
center for a final round-up. 

When I was a pastor in Phila- 
delphia the plan was _ worked, 
at least in part. Services were - 
held in various parts of the city, 
and it was my pleasure to have 
closing meetings in what was 
known as the ‘* Winter Circus."’ 
Mr. Moody came to assist me 
one day, and the crowds trying 
to gain admission blocked the 
street for fully half a square in front of the great 
building. 

In a little more complete manner the plan was put 
in operation in the city of Pittsburg, with J. P. Cal- 
houn, D.D., as the Chairman of the City Committee ; 
yet the work in Pittsburg was by no means the same 
in kind as is being carried on now in the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

With a company of men four years ago I began to 
work in Atlanta, Georgia, moved-by the way of Den- 
ver as far west as the -Pacitic Coast, and'then came 
back east by the northwest, visiting Portland and 
Seattle ; but even that work, while. crowned with a 
measure of success, was not the sameas the ‘present- 
day plan. 

This began to take shape i in the city of Minneapolis, 


and I have no hesitation in saying that from that city, - 


where the meetings were héld two years ago, the 
plan: has broadened and the spirit deepened until to- 
day it seems to me that it can be none other than 
God's way of moving a city. And to him-be all the 
praise ! 

There are certain features about these evangelistic 
campaigns which have signally distinguished them. 
They havé been in the main. self-supporting, but 
many of them could not have been conducted had not 
Mr. John H. Converse, the Chairman of the Presby- 
terian General Assembly’s Committee on Evangelistic 
Work, stood: ready to guarantee the first expenses of 
the meeting before a sufficient interest-had developed 
in the city to secure funds from the citizens. The 
success of the work of to-day is in part a monument 
to this distinguished layman. His generosity and 
spirit’ of consecration have rarely had: an equal. 
Because of Mr. Converse’ s identification with the work, 
it has largely been a business men’s movement, and 
business men all over the country commend it as 
being sane, sensible, and satisfactory. 

That there are many advantages to- be. gained from 


holding a great central meeting all will agree. The 
inspirational part of such a work is incalculable ; the 
influence of a great crowd no man can measure. But 


the simultaneous plan reaches.out from-the center to 


‘the-extreme limits ‘of ‘the city ‘or town, .and the-com- 


munity is worked from:as: many-centers a5 the pepu- 
lution’ -mew’ require. - in. Philadelphia ‘forty-five dis- 
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tricts have been ably manned, and while each district 
is worked in connection with every other district, -yet 
in a sense each evangelist is the supreme authority in 
his own work. In Philadelphia not less than twenty- 
five thousand people have been nightly in the services, 
while on a number of occasions at least forty thousand 
have gathered from night to night to sing and pray 
and work for Christ. 


It is one of the cardinal principles that the office of. 


the minister must be magnified. An evangelistic 
campaign without the minister's co-operation would 
largely prove a failure, and a very serious reaction 
would follow. He is the soul-winner of the church, 
and the evangelist is his helper,—in a sense, his ser- 
vant ; while, of course, they labor together as brothers. 
And I repeatedly say that if at the close of a campaign 
the minister is not stronger in the affections of his 

people and the opinion of men, 


I should count the work largely ° 


a failure. 
While there are great advan- 
tages in holding, evangelistic 


beyond all question the best 
place for an evangelistic meet- 
ing is in the church. Ina great 
central hall the people are drawn 
from the church ; in the simul- 
taneous plan they are drawn to 
the church. It is another car- 
dinal principle of the plan that 
men and women must join the 
church, and this is. made the 
test of the genuineness of their 
conversion. 

With the minister's office 
magnified and the church ex- 
alted, and the forces in the 
church united for a_ three 
months’ campaign after the 
evangelist is gone, there can be 
no reaction. 1 believe that if 
the journey should be made back ‘through. the cities 
where we have labored. forthe.past. year, the almost 
universal testimony would. be that the work is abiding 
in its influence, and that it is literally true that the 
revival is truly on in force only when the evangelist 
has departed. 

I believe the Philadelphia campaign, while by no 
means perfect, has illustrated the fact that the prob- 
lem of.the city may be solved. Personally, I believe 
it is as easy to move a city for 
Christ as to move avvillage. All 
that is required is that special 
emphasis should be given to the 
work, and:a special: number of 
workers should be chosen anda 
longer time given to the cam- 
paign. 

The simultaneous campaign 
admits of special features. . In 
Philadelphia the meetings for 
men, the great gathering of 
worien; the services for the aged 
by Dr. Ostrom, the Day of Re- 
joicing, the address of Com- 
mander Eva Booth, the great 
evangelistic concert under the 
direction of Mr. Alexander, all 
stood out as marked features of 
a plan used of God to move a 
city. 

The success of the simulta- 
neous campaigns has_ largely 
been due to the loyal support 
given to me by the evangelists, 
who have been as true to me as brothers could be. 1 
owe an inexpressible debt of gratitude to my: brother, 
E. G. Chapman, and to my associate of ten years, Dr. 
P. E. Zartmann. While they have labored behind 
the scenes, yet I am confident that when we stand at 
the Judgment Seat of Christ, they will have a large 
share of the reward. 

Now that.God has permitted me to have associated 
with me: Charles M: Alexander; the most:distinguished 
Jeader of: sacred-song: im the worlds. imy“hopes for’ the 
future: are really beundiess; ; 

PHULADEDPHMA. 





The Ministry of Music 
By Charles M. Alexander 





meetings in secular places, yet- 
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DO not recall any great religious awakening with- 
out hymn-singing. Music was a vital part of the 
revival under the Wesleys ; the great revival of 

1859 was a time of hymn-singing ; gospel hymns 
were fully half ‘the power of the Moody and Sankey 
meetings ; and we all know what a prominent part 
music played in the recent Welsh revival. 

I have yet to see the first church that remained 
long empty where each person entered heartily into 
the singing of hymns.. When the singing is dele- 
gated to a few, with no responsibility on the rest of 
the audience, enthusiasm dies, the audience dwindles 
in size, all kinds of expedients must be resorted to 
in order to draw a congregation, and music is crowded 
from its proper place, which is co-ordinate with 
preaching. In order to maintain this equality, every 
‘individual must be made to feel his responsibility in 
the singing part of the worship. This is true either 
in an individual church or in evangelistic meetings. 

The first step in securing the proper place for 
sacred music is for the preacher to be vitally inter- 
ested in that part of the worship, and have the con- 
viction that the singing is just as essential as the 
preaching. If the preacher or evangelist is not inter- 
ested in the singing, and looks bored through that 
part of the service, it can readily be seen that his 
convictions do not reach very deep. 

A consecrated, earnest pianist is essential in mak- 
ing the musical part of the meeting a success. Peo- 
ple noticed at once the difference in the playing of 
my pianist, Robert Harkness, the day after he had 
entirely surrendered to Christ, although he had been 
a Christian for some time. Of course, the leader of 
the music should be a consecrated Christian. He is 
not there to sing songs beautifully, so much as he is 
to lead souls to Christ through fhe singing of them. 

More congregational singing and less singing by 
special quartettes widens and deepens the interest. 
Now and then a Sunday evening devoted almost 
wholly to the singing of simple gospel hymns will go 
far toward giving music its proper place in a church. 
In the great Moody Church in Chicago, one Sunday 
evening in each month is devoted to a special gospel 
song service. One hot Sunday night I was in this 
church, which holds 2,200 people. Every seat was 
filled, to the top row in the gallery, and people were 
standing. Everybody was in- 
terested ; they had a large choir 
to lead the gospel hymns, and 
the whole congregation joined 
heartily in the singing. I had 
occasion to go out during the 
service to a beautiful church 
building a few blocks away. — It 
was like entering a refrigerator 
after being in the warm’ sun- 
shine. As I went in I found 
only about one hundred people 
in the big auditorium. They 
had a quartette of as fine singers 
as they could secure. ‘There 
was a splendid organist, and a 
learned man was there to talk 
to them on a popular subject, 
but he spoke to empty pews. 

I am so convinced of the 
value of music at, revivals that 
I am devoting my life to it. If 
I thought there was a better 
method of reaching men and 
bringing them to Christ, I would 
drop music and adopt that. As I grow older, and 
become more experienced in Christian work, I am 
more convinced of the value of gospel song in touch- 
ing the soul when other methods fail. It. is almost 
an evefyday occurrence to hear thrilling stories of 
how a gospel song has reached some sinful person 
and brought victory into his life. I have often asked 
whether any. one in the audience had been saved 
through some hymn, and scores ;would,-stand -up, -and 
tel just what trymm had tedrtirem to Christ. 

Only! thé -other: day, - during. our. Mission in Phila- 
delphia, : Dr. 'Atharies IW: -Gordon,, better known. as 
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asked. him. to quote me some of the words. 


“LESSON FOR MAY 10 (John 15 : 26 to 16 : 24) 


Ralph Connor, introduced me to a. young man 
whose brother was converted in his church in Win- 
nipeg. Knowing that Dr. Gordon was coming to 


_ Philadelphia to take part in the Mission, the con-: 


verted man earnestly requested Dr. Gordon to look out 
for his. brother, who was working in Philadelphia, and 
was not a Christian. He then wrote to his brother to 
be sure to come to see Dr. Gordon. The brother did 
so, and told him‘a beautiful story of how he had been 
at Bethany Church a few nights before, attending our 
meeting, and while there he had been converted 
through ‘the singing of ‘*He Will Hold Me Fast."’ 
‘The young man said that it was the thought of Christ 
holding him fast that led him to make the decision. 
It is essential that the right kind of gospel songs 
be used in revival meetings. It is time worse than 
wasted to try to force some songs upon an audi- 
ence. It is like being disappointed with a poor 
speech. The ideal gospel song has a picture in every 
line. The words must not be obscure, but so simple 
that a child can understand their meaning. The 
thought must also touch the daily life in a practical 
manner. This is the secret of one or two hymns I have 
recently found universally popular. One of these is 
a hymn entitled ‘‘My Saviour's Love,’’ words and 
music ‘written’ by Charles. H. Gabriel, composer of 
‘« The Glory. Song.’’ He told me in New York City 
one night, as we stood in front of our: hotel, that he 
had written.a song that he thought I would like. I 
He re- 
cited the verses and I felt the tears start to my eyes. 
The picture brought so vividly and touchingly before 
me the sufferings of our Saviour that the whole scene 
seemed to pass before my eyes. I knew the song 


-would be, popular and helpful, and:it. has proyed so. 


I.-have found that the quickest .way to interest .an 


-audience-in a song is to tell a storv in connection with 
it. Ata meeting for: men only one Sunday. afternoon 


in the Garrick ‘Theater, we had sung two verses of the 
hymn of which I have-just told; when I stopped the 
audience and told the following story of sacrifice : 
‘At a small mission station in Africa, just before 
Christmas, the natives who had accepted Christ, in- 


.stead of presenting each other with Christmas presents, 
:at the suggestion of the missionary. planned: to bring 


whatever money, vegetables, or other salable articles 
they. could the night before Christmas, that these 
might be used to send the good news of Jesus Christ 
to the islands near them where many of their own race 
were still in the darkness of heathenism.. The night 
came, and.one after another. brought their packages. 


,Among others was one little girl about twelve years 


old, poorly. clad, who: laid -down three: shillings and 
six. pence (about eighty-four cents). The missionary 
was greatly surprised. He knew that this meant a 
fortune in that country. After the gathering was dis- 
missed, .he stepped up to the little girl and asked her 
how she had secured so much money. She said: sJ 
knew that this evening they would all be bringing 
their presents to Jesus, and I had nothing to bring. 
I found out that a man wanted a slave girl, and I went 
and sold myself to him for life asa slave. I could do 
nothing less than this, when Jesus did so much for 
me. I had nothing to give but myself, and I gladly 
gave it. Jesus gave himself for me.’’’ 

When the audience started on the third verse of the 
hymn, after the telling of this story, there was a sweet- 
ness in the voices that was not there before, and every 
man sang with new pathos. 

Day after day, I have seen the Garrick Theater filled 
with men on the ground floor and men and women in 
the two galleries, week after week, their interest never 
flagging in these simple gospel hymns. Many stories 
of their helpfulness came to us day after day. The 
men go out to their business houses singing them and 
so the hymns are scattered throughout the city. 

We held a great meeting in the Stetson Hat Fac- 
tory’s auditorium, with 3,000 people present, the 
majority of them being men, and it was surprising to 
see how familiar they were with the hymns of the 
campaign and how heartily they sang them. This is 
simply an indication of how the revival songs have 
spread throughout the city. 

I am confident that untold good has been accom- 
plished throughout the campaign by having stirring 
gospel hymns sung night after night in twenty different 
districts of Philadelphia under the leadership of trained 
workers. A good gospel song is a sermon on wheels. 

People often ask me why I do not use classical 
music.. I woyld use the so-called classic music or 
anthems fast enough if they would bring results in 
saving souls. .I have never yet, however, heard of 
any one being saved through an anthem or an orato- 
rio. If it is possible to bring me an anthem or an 
oratorio that will convert people, I will use it at once, 
but until that is the case, I will stick to gospel songs. 
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The Campaign and’ the Congregation 
By Ralph. Corinor (Charles W. Gordon, D.D.) 











"THE congregation is the first Consideration of the 
Church, and its interests first and last must at all 
costs be preserved. It is from the standpoint 

of the congregation that I, a pastor, wish to estimate 
the permanent value of the Simultaneous Evangelistic 
Movement. My observation of the workings and 
effects of this movement has not been as widely ex- 
tended as I should have liked, but it has been as 
close and careful as I could make it, and the results 
of this observation I venture to offer to my breth- 
ren the pastors, and to the congregations under their 
charge. 

At the outset let me say very frankly that I have no 
confidence in the Simultaneous Movement as a sudséi- 
tute for the congregation and the minister. Consid- 
ered as such, it is at once adelusion and a peril. The 
minister who hopes to build up his congregation by a 
series of evangelistic campaigns, simultaneous or 
other, is doomed to disappointment and heartbreak. 
Tlie building up and the extending of the Kingdom 
of Heaven in this world of ours by any such means 
is much too easy and too cheap a business. Upon 
the congregation and its steady influence in the life of 
a people, upon the minister ‘and his unflinching’ and 
unwearying fidelity day in and day out, backed up by 
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the loyal co-operation of his people, it is that the 
Church has learned to rely for permanent and vitaliz- 
ing power. 

A few obvious considerations may serve to empha- 
size this fundamental position. 

The congregation is organized out of the people of 
the community for the promotion of godliness among 
its members for their edification in the faith, and for 
the upbuilding of character. 

The congregation is the religious home of the peo- 
ple, the center of their social life, the place of their 
re-creating, the spiritual nursery of their children and 
growing youth, 

The congregation is the training-ground for service 
in the extension of the Kingdom of Heaven: the 
ground where men are disciplined, instructed, out- 
fitted for the enterprise of world-conquest. 

The congregation, in short, is the permanent, the 
vital and vitalizing unit in the grand army of the 
church militant. For these and other reasons it is 
that I say that the test of value for any institution, 
association, scheme, or movement soever, is its final 
effect upon the congregation. 

As a minister of the congregation it is my God- 
given charge to guard against anything that tends to 
impair the efficiency, lower the vitality, or disintegrate 
the spiritual fiber of my congregation. 

The question for us ministers therefore to answer 
is reduced to this : ‘* How will the Simultaneous Evan- 
gelistic movement affect my people and myself? 
Shall we together be left fitter for the fight when the 
campaign is over, or not? 

Let us look at this Simultaneous Movement as a 
method of evangelism. Its differentiating features 


are mainly these three: first, decentralization, many 
centers being occupied instead of one ; second, federa- 
tion of existing organisms as integral units; third, 
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the variety of appeal, all classes and conditions being 
reached. 
The value of the campaign must be determined by 


. the effect of these three features upon a congrega- 


tion's life. First, decentralization. The special ad- 
vantage of this method is at once apparent. The 
evangelism is carried on by districts in which the in- 
dividual congregations are co-operating units. Hence 
the immediate effect here is the stimulation of these 
congregations. 

Second, the federation of existing organizations. 
This is the strongest feature of the movement. ‘The 
congregation with its organization intact under the 
leadership of its minister and its subordinate officers 
goes into the campaign, passes through it, and 
emerges with its cohesion unimpaired and its organic 
unity unbroken, vastly fitter for its work. Incidentally 
it has learned the great lesson that for the best results 
enthusiasm and consecration must be organized. 

Third, the variety of appeal. The immediate effect 
of this feature upon the congregation is not at once ap- 
parent, but a little thought and this will appear. By 
the many-sidedness of its approach to the life of the 
community the campaign suggests to the congregation 
at once the possibility and the scope of its work. 

Looking at the Simultaneous Evangelistic Movement 
broadly, we discover certain very important and far- 
reaching effects. The very magnitude of the move- 
ment, its power to unify the various denominations, 
its impact upon the life of the people at so many dif- 
ferent points,—these, with other features, arrest at- 
tention, shatter the settled indifference into which the 
unchurched have been allowed to fall, remove the 
preoccupation in the cares of this life which has 
proved so deadly a foe to the spirituality of church 
members, and concentrate the minds of people of all 
classes steadily upon the great. facts of our holy re- 
ligion. The marvelous effect of this steady, continu- 
ous concentration we can hardly estimate. The 
primary fact in our religion is God. From the dim 
obscurity of forgetfulness as the mind is turned fix- 
edly in his direction God begins to emerge, the infi- 
nite spiritual resources of the church are discovered 
anew, and men are moved to prayer. 

Further, under the impulse of this movement the 
attention of the church is turned upon the field of its 
great enterprise, and with wide open eyes she stares 
upon a whole new world lying round about. The 
searchlight is flashed upon the enemy and the start- 
ling discovery is made that all unawares he has made 
entrance to fortresses and within lines of defense 
hitherto considered impregnable. Into the social life, 
into the business life, yes, and into the very home life 
of the people, he is discovered to have made his 
deadly way. Then, too, in the new and clearer atmos- 
phere that gathers about the Simultaneous Movement 
the church discovers fields of conquest vaster and 
more magnificent than she has ever imagined. 

Thus by the vision of God and the vision of the 
world needing God, the church stands better equipped 
and more eager to essay her great attempt. 

As the movement progresses, also the church be- 
comes aware that before her very eyes there is going 
on a demonstration of the possibilities of achievement 
hitherto forgotten or never known. Sinners are actu- 
ally being saved, the lost sinner of the slum and the 
saloon, and the respectable sinner of the select circles 
of an unsanctified society. Homes that have been 
broken and hearts that have been impaired by sin are 
made whole and sweet again. ‘This demonstration of 
achievement stirs like a bugle call minister and 
people to heroic endeavor. At this point may be sug- 
gested a result of almost infinite importance. The 
congregation, led into this fight by its minister and 
office-bearers, realize, the rank and file of them, that 
this business of evangelism belongs to the congre- 
gation equally with its leaders, Men and women line 
up in the front rank who formerly were content to 
follow far and safe in the rear. The new joy of doing 
thrills their hearts and calls them out into the open. 

But now the question is being asked by very earnest 
ministers and church members: Do these results in 
any large degree actually follow the Simultaneous 
Movement? ‘The answer is assuredly in the affirma- 
tive, provided two conditions are fulfilled. First, the 
congregation must go into the campaign thoroughly 
prepared and thoroughly organized for the business of 
life saving under the direct leadership of minister and 
officers ; and second, when evangelists have left the 
field the same organized body under the same leaders 
must follow up till results are conserved. These two 
conditions being fulfilled, the Simultaneous Evangel- 
istic campaign will undoubtedly leave the congregation 
organized, disciplined, invigorated, and eager to ad- 
vance under the banner of the Son of God as he goes 
forth to war. 
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England’s Evangelistic Methods 
By W. J. Dawson, D.D. 











ONCERNING the Simultaneous Evangelistic Cam- 
paign in America there can be but one opinion. 
it-is wisely planned, admirably managed, and 

has proved itself very successful. I have been per- 
mitted to co-operate with Dr, Chapman in four great 
cities and one considerable town during this winter, 
and have had occasion to watch the movement with a 
critical eye. In Winnipeg and New Haven, Provi- 
dence and Philadelphia, it has been triumphantly 
successful. 

In only one town has its success been partial, and 
the reason is not far to seek. This town was too 
small for division into various centers, and the lesson 
appears to be that in towns of relativeiy small size a 
single strong union mission is the best method of 
reaching the people. For the large city, however, 
the simultaneous campaign is the one method adapted 
to the situation. Nosingle union mission can effectu- 
ally reach a large city. But with half a dozen or 
more centers vigorously worked, a very definite im- 
pression is made on the general life. Success in one 
center acts upon another. It is also a distinct advan- 
taye to the local church, which develops its strength 
on the call of occasion, When acampaign closes there 
is no reaction. People do not return from a series of 
splendid mass-meetings to the relatively colder atmos- 
phere of the local churches, for the churches them- 
selves have been the scene of the campaign. It will 
be seen at once how great is the advantage in this 
respect. 

But I am asked in this brief paper not to write upon 
the American movement as such, but to contrast the 
methods used with those employed in England. First 
of all, then, let me say that English churches are, as 
a rule, averse to periodic revival methods. Many 
ministers, and among them several who stand in the 
very front rank have recently declared themselves 
opposed to all such movements. One reason for this 
attitude is the extremely disappointing results of re 
cent missions, The complaint is general that the 
churches ‘do not benefit largely by these missions. 
Another, and a much weightier reason, is that the 
spirit of evangelism is much mote widely diffused 
among the pastors. English preachers are, as a rule, 
homiletic preachers. The average of preaching abil- 
ity is high. ‘The thoroughly trained and earnest 
pastor does not feel the need of outside help in his 
ministrations, nor do his people demand it. He pre- 
fers steady growth by normal means. If he thinks 
the time ripe for some special effort to reach the peo- 
ple, he prefers to inaugurate and conduct it himself. 
And this, as a rule, he is abundantly competent to 
accomplish. The sheep follow their own shepherd, 
and the voice of a stranger they will not hear. 

On the other hand, several of the great bodies of 
Christians have recognized the need for a special 
order of evangelists. For many years the Rev. Hay 
Aitken was an extremely popular missioner in the 
Church of England. The Methodist Conference 
many years ago instituted an order of evangelists. 
These men, distinguished by their ability in winning 
souls, were solemnly set apart for this particular work, 
and were furnished with the means of support from a 
central fund. In later times the National Free Church 
Council has in the same way employed Gipsy Smith 
and other evangelists. When a church or a group of 
churches decide upon some special movement, they 
know to whom to apply. The men themselves are 
not only duly authorized by their various denomina- 
tions, but they are widely honored, loved, and trusted. 
In this respect, the English churches have really sys- 
tematized evangelism in a way which has never been 
attempted here. Not the least advantage of these 
brethren is that they are entirely independent of the 
local churches in their means of support. They are the 
traveling apostles of their day, provided for much in 
the same way that a Methodist bishop is provided for 
in this country. ; 

There is one barrier to simultaneous campaigns in 
England which will never be understood by an Amer- 
ican,—namely, the religious and social gulf which 
yawns between the Anglican and the Dissenter. This 
breach is historic, running down into the very roots 
of the nation, and is irreparable. The English re- 
ligious census showed that about half the Christians 
of England were of the Anglican communion, the 
other half Dissenters. In very few instances indeed 
will an Anglican clergyman show any favor to a mis- 
sion conducted by non-conformists. If he does so, 
it is probable that he will be reprimanded by his 
bishop. Some Anglicans of broad sympathies will 
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be passively tavorable ; many-more wilt in “alt proba- 
bility openly oppose. Let it be remembered that it 
is a crime against ecclesiastic etiquette for an Angli- 


. can clergyman even to enter a Dissenting church, 


and that to speak in such a church would at once in- 
vite the inhibition of his bishop. Thus, were the 
whole body of Dissenters in a city favorable to a 
simultaneous mission, there would always be a body 
equally large, often larger, and in point of social 
influence far more considerable, who would take no 
part, and might use their influence to’ discredit the 
movement. 

But in relatively few instances would all the Dis- 
senting churches of a city unite in an evangelistic 
campaign. Many ministers of the highest character 
and ability would stand. aloof for such reasons as 
those already indicated. In proportion to their suc- 
cess in their own churches they would argue that they 
needed no outside assistance. Others would be fear- 
ful of emotional and sensational methods. Yet others, 
whose churches are highly institutionalized, and 
always working at the highest possible pressure, 
would argue that the very best was already being 
done that was possible, and that the disruption of 
normal methods involved in weeks of special services 
would entirely outbalance the ultimate gain in steady 
work, 

I state these conditions frankly, because they are 
conditions which are not apparent to the summer 
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visitor to England. They can be realized only by 
those who have dwelt among them for many years. 
The most surprising difference between the church 
life of the two countries which I have observed lies 
just here : in America the churches expect evangel- 
ism, and count upon it, whereas in England senti- 
ment is greatly divided. The various churches are 
not so near together in common life; they do not 
mingle freely, and they are accustomed to a very wide 
degree of personal liberty. A minister or a church 
choosing to stand aloof trom an evangelistic move- 
ment would do so without the least apology, and 
would incur no blame. Theological differences are also 
more marked. Preachers of a mystic temperament, 
quiet, devout, and morbidly afraid of any kind of loud 
publicity, are not uncommon. Some of the most 
devout men I have ever known would be the last men 
in the world to ‘join an evangelistic movement, not 
because they condemned it, but simply because it 
would be foreign to all their habits of life and thought. 

Nevertheless, in spite of all these conditions, the 
evangelistic spirit is very widely diffused in England ; 
indeed, I should be disposed to say that it is more 
general than in this country. It does not manifest 
itself in the American way, but it has its own meth- 
ods of expression. What are these methods ? 

First, there is the evangelistic method in the general 
preaching. The greatest preachers, who stand hi.hest 
in the popular esteem, have been and are distinctly 
evangelistic in tone and spirit. Charles H. Spurgeon 
was all through his life a great evangelist. I think 
he never conducted a series of services of an evangel- 
istic character, but he never preached without the 
evangelistic appeal, and he built up a great church 
of six thousand members. The same thing may be 
said of Dr. Maclaren of Manchester, of Mr. Jowett in 
Birmingham, and of Mr. Campbell Morgan at West- 
minster. When Mr. R. J. Campbell was at Brighton 


he preached in theaters on Sunday nights, and his 
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ministry was distinctly evangelistic.’ All over Eng- 
land there are great churches and ministries in which 
the evangelistic note is never silent. All the Metho- 
dist communities are evangelistic. Price Hughes, in 
his brief but brilliant life, infused the spirit of evan- 
gelism throughout the Wesley communion. If Eng- 
lish churches do not look favorably on great 
concerted evangelistic campaigns, it is not from lack 
of interest in evangelism: it is because they are 
already engaged in a kind of evangelism which is 
steady, constant, and normal, 

Again, it must be remembered that mahy of the 
English communions have invested immense sums 
of money in great central missions, whose work 
is permanent. The. Methodist church has _ been 
the leader in this movement. Many. years ago a 
derelict and empty chapel in Manchester was. pulled 
down and rebuilt as a popular mission hall, with sur- 
prising results. Less than seventy people attended 
the chapel ; but the-hall, from the day of its opening 
to the present time, has been crowded. The Man- 
chester mission has gradually annexed derelict chapels 
in poor and populous districts throughout the entire 
city. They cease to be chapels and become halls. 
It is now estimated that not less than fifteen thousand 
people worship under the auspices of the Manchester 
Mission every Sabbath night. The same kihd of 
work has gone on ia all the great cities. Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Birmingham, Nottingham, and many dis- 
tricts of London have these great central missions, 
all conducted on thesame plan. When Price Hughes 
was at St. James’ Hall his ministry was continuously 
evangelistic. It was more: it was evangelism in 
‘union with the widest social program of reform. To 
these central missions the very best men of the de- 
nominations are appointed, and the entire denomina- 
tion supports the work financially. . These central 
missions are really magnificent institutional churches, 
but in essence evangelistic. The halls which have 
been built for them are among the finest buildings in 
the country. They usually seat from fifteen hundred 
to three thousand, and are always thronged on Sunday 
nights, when the address is purely evangelistic. 

Finally, I may remark that the principle of the 
simultaneous campaign is not new to England. It 
has been tried, though not upon the scale attempted 
here. A few years ago the National Free Church 
Council ‘organized a. week of simultaneous services 
through the entire country, and for this work all the 
leading ministers of all the denominations united in a 
general forward movement. 

There is scarcely any evangelistic method known 
here that is not known also in England. One has 
only to look down the columns of the religious press 
to read of midnight processions in large cities and 
concerted movements for social betterment. These, 
and many less striking episodes, reveal .how the 
propagandist spirit has permeated all the non-con- 
formist churches in recent years. And the most re- 
markable feature of this revival has been .a great 
stirring of the ethical and social conscience, so that 
evangelism in England now stands for much more 
than the private salvation of the individual ; it is 
everywhere un‘ted with the spirit of a true. Christian 
socialism. 
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Old Texts With New Meanings 


By the Rev. Herbert W. Horwill, M.A. 


‘* Not slothful in business ; fervent in spirit ; serving the 
Lord.’’—Rom. 12: II. 


HERE is scarcely a minister who has not heard 
members of his church excuse themselves from 
active Christian service by the plea that Paul 

urges his readers to be ‘‘not slothful in business.’’ 
They suggest that they are following an apostolic in- 
junction when they slave at money-getting from morn- 
ing to night. Many good answers might possibly be 
made to this argument. One of the best is that Paul 
never gave any such advice as they attribute to him. 
In the Revised Version his words are more correctly 
rendered, ‘‘In diligence not slothful."’ The Twenti- 
eth Century New Testament has it, ‘‘ Where earnest- 
ness is needed, never be indolent.’’ The context 
shows that there is no thought of trade,in the apostle’s 
mind. The whole passage is concerned with Chris- 
tian effort, and the diligence to which reference is 
made is obviously diligence in Christian work. Con- 
sequently the text really tells against the very position 
it is commonly used to support. 
New York City. 





‘LESSON FOR ‘MAY 10 (John 15 : 26 to 16 : 24) 
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LESSON 6. 


MAY 10. 


THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
John 15:26 to 16:24. Commit verse 13 


Golden Text: I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever.—John 14: 16 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


CONSECRATED man once said to the writer: 
‘‘Have you ever noticed, in prayer-meeting, 
that when people have nothing to say, they 

usually talk about more need of the Holy Spirit ?” 
To say ‘tthe Holy Spirit” suggests to most people 
the vaguest, most uncertain, and most unsatisfactory 
subject in the whole realm of the Christian religion. 
Why is this so? Ought it to be so? 

It need never be so again in your own life or in 
the life of the members of your class, if you will take 
the opportunity, this week, of getting to the bottom 
of the subject and sweeping away forever the mists 
and cobwebs from your own mind. You can do it. 
But it will take study and application. 


The Teacher’s Home Preparation 


Go back to the last lesson and read from John 14: 
16 tothe end of the chapter; then from 15: 26 to 16: 24. 
Have your paper and pencil ready before you begin 
to read, and be sharply on the lookout for every 
mention of Comforter, Spirit, Holy Spirit, Spirit of 
truth; write down your understanding of everything 
that is said about the Spirit (as referred to by any of 
these names); what he is, and what he is todo. Re- 
peat your reading and noting of this Bible material 
until you are sure you have gotten as far as you can 
in your own uninfluenced study. Then classify, if 
need be, the notes you have made, so that they eter 
a plain, well-defined series of statements about the 
Holy Spirit and his work. Such original study as this 
is worth ten times what any help or commentary can 
give you, for it is your owz. 

Now you are ready to consider the suggestions of 
uninspired writers. Read next, with paper and 
pencil still in hand to set down the striking points 
that you want to retain, Dr. McClure’s masterly article 
on ‘‘The Holy Spirit in Practical Life” (on page 
263); then the editorial on the first two pages of the 
Times, on ‘‘ How Does the Holy Spirit Reach Un- 
believers?” You will probably get, from these two 
articles, much confirmation of your own notes, and 
you may get some new points. Possibly you will 
wish to revise your earlier conclusions at some places. 
Set down in your notes such new points as you find 
yourself approving. 

Now turn to the general articles ‘in this lesson de- 
partment, and continue the same plan of reading and 
making notes; Gordon, Riddle, Pierson, Cope, are 
four such articles of general suggestiveness. 

This will have taken some time,—more, perhaps, 
than you can give at onesitting. But what is the re- 
sult? You will havea wealth of matured, thoughtfully 
wrought out facts, largely your own, as to the work 
and person of the Holy Spirit: aud the Holy Spirit 
ts the greatest factor in the present life of Christ's 
disciples on earth. Pretty important, is it not, that 
you should gain possession of this material, in sucha 
way that it is really your own, if. you would attempt 
to lead your class into effective service for Christ ? 


Teaching the Lesson in Class 


How many of you would like to have seen and 
known Jesus when he was on earth? How many 
would like to have him on earth as a friend, to-day ? 
Why? (Get the class to talking about this.) 

But there is one thing that is a great deal better 
than to have Jesus on earth as a human friend. 
What is it? To have him actually live in us: to 
have his spirit really in our bodies all the time, no 
matter where we are. And we cam have this, if we 
want it. We could not have it if Jesus were living 
on earth as a man. His disciples could not have it 
while he was on earth; that is one reason why he left. 
(Notice Mrs. Sangster’s third paragraph. ) 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God and of Christ, 
and is their gift to all who believe on Christ—and to 
no others (see the editorial on pages 201, 202). There 
are many things that our best friend, the Holy Spirit, 
will do for us. I have written down some on sep- 
arate — of paper that I am going to distribute 
now, and I want each member of -the class to find 
the particular verse in the lesson that tells what is 
shown on the slip that he receives. (The following 
list may be thus used, one or more to a slip; the ref- 
erences here are for the teacher’s convenience, and 
are not to appear on the slips given to the class:) 


He is a comforter, or strengthener: gives the strength 
that we need and that we have not got (14: 16). 

He will never let us be lonely, or desolate (14 : 18). 

He will teach us all that we need to know (14: 26). 

He will tell us all that Jesus taught (14 : 26). 

When the Spirit has come to us, he will ‘‘ bear witness ’’ 
of Jesus,—that is, help the world to know, through us, 
that Jesus is the Christ (15 : 26, 27). 


26 But when the ! Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which ? procecd- 
eth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me: 27 8 and ve 
also bear witness, because ye have been with me from the be- 
ginning. 

16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should 
not be caused to stumble. 2 ‘They shall put you out of the 
synagogues : yea, the hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you 
shall think that he offereth service unto God. 3 And these 
things will they do, because they have not known the Father, 
nor me. 4 But these things have I spoken unto you, ‘that 
when their hour is come, ye may remember them, how that I 
told you. And these things I said not unto you from the be- 
ginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I go unto him 
that sent me ; and none of you asketh me, ither goest 
thou? 6 But because I have spoken these things unto you, 
sorrow hath filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth : It is expedient for you that I go away ; for if I go not 
away, the !Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I go, I 
will send him unto you. 8 And he, when he is come, will con- 
vict the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: 9 of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 of 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and ye behold me 
no more ; 11 of judgment, because the prince of this world hath 
been judged. 12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he 
shall not speak from himself ; but what things soever he shall 
hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the 
things that are to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall 
take of mine, and shall declare #¢ unto you. 15 All things 
whatsoever the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that 
he taketh of mine, and shall declare ¢¢ unto you. 

10r, Advocate Or, Helper Gr. Paraclete, 2% Or, goeth forth 
from *%Or, and bear ye also witness 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F, Cope 
Faith ktows no; last farewell, _ aoe 
won” life has limits until death breaks down the 


It ts easyto alfow our brief loss to hide His bitter 
cross. 


He ascended froin ‘the few that he might-descend 
on the many. i, 


They who.witl not be convincen by truth will be 
convicted by it. ~ Bae, 


It’s hard believing in the Holy Spirit whom you 
will not receive. 


lt is better to know that God ts for us than to see 
that he ts with us. 


lt makes all the difference whether you are facing 
death or looking to larger life. 


It is worth while to lose the Christ you can see to 
gain the Christ who can be seen in you. 


Lf we really believe the things we sing of heaven, 
our mourning ts etther selfishness or hypocrisy. 


It makes all the difference whether truth is away 
along which we are led or a predigested food with 
which we are fed. 








He shows what sin is, and what righteousness is, and 
what judgment is (16 : 8-11). 

He will show us the truth about all that we need to 
know, so that we need never again make a mistake (16 : 13). 

He is Christ’s spokesman to us (16: 14). 


There was a valuable book recently written, called 
‘*The Efficient Life,” which showed how to keep our 
bodies and minds at their best. Is not God's gift of 
the Spirit the secret of the efficient life for us all ? 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 

The disciples had. great need of the Spirit’s subsequent 
teaching (Riddle, on vs. 17-22). 

Righteousness and judgment explained (Riddle, on vs. 
10, 11; Ridgway, 3-5). 

The Holy Spirit the missionaries’ helper (Pierson, 2). 

The particular work of the Holy Spirit is to use us to 
save souls (Pierson, 1, 2; also see closing paragraphs of 
Dr. McClure’s article on page 203). 

The electrifying power of the Spirit vividly set forth 
(Ridgway, 2). 

The Spirit’s guidance illustrated (Illustrations, 1). 

The illuminating power of the Spirit (Illustrations, 3). 

Helpful definitions of ‘‘Comforter’’ (Gordon, 2, 3; 
Sangster, 2). 

Mr. Gordon’s title this week, ‘* Jesus’ Successor,’’ sug- 
gests a lesson in itself. 

What one word shows the Spirit’s likeness to Jesus ? 
(Gordon, 4.) 

The Spirit is Jesus’. own presence (Gordon, 6). 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D. D., LL. D. 
How to Locate This Lesson 
HE discourse is continued (see below). Chapter 


fifteen contains the figure of the vine and 

branches (vs..1-8),; the precept to abide in Christ’s 
love (9-11), hence to love one another (1217), and in 
contrast the opposition of the world (18-25). The les- 
son sets forth the victory over the world through the 
Comforter. 

Place.—Though chapter 14: 31 suggests a move- 
ment from the upper room, it is difficult to believe 
that chapters 15 to 17 were uttered in any other place. 

Time.—Late in the evening of Thursday, April 6, 
year of Rome 783; that is, A.D. 30. 


Light'on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 26.— When the Comforter : Qr, ‘‘ Advocate.” 
Or, ‘‘ Helper.” Greek, ‘‘ Paraclete.” See on last les- 
son, chapter 14: 16.—Zhe Spirit of truth: The Spirit 
that reveals, declares, the truth. Which proceedeth 
Srom the Father: *‘ Whose” and ‘* which” both occur 
here, because in the Greek ‘‘ Comforter” is masculine 
and ‘‘Spirit” neuter. ‘‘ Proceedeth” probably points 
to the historical coming of the Spirit, and not to the 
theological relation of the Spirit to the Father. It 
thus answers to ‘‘ will send” in the previous clause. 
—Bear witness: The same word as in verse 27. 

16: 1.—Caused to stumble: *‘Offended” is now 
misleading. The persecutions predicted in verses 
2, 3, if unexpected, might cause them to stumble. 

Verse 4.—-Their hour: The time of these trials. 
*« Their” is well attested. ‘ 

Verse 7.—/¢ ts expedient for you: Since only thus 
could they have the true spiritual fellowship with 
Christ, instead of an earthly companionship. The 
book of Acts shows the superiority of the former. 

Verse 8.—He- Emphatic, and masculine,—Con- 
vict: Not in the primitive sense, but by convincing. 
—Zhe world: As opposed to God and Christ. 

Verse 9.—Because they believe not on me: The 
word rendered ‘‘ because” also means ‘‘that”; but 
the former is preferable. Unbelief is the proof of sin, 
since it implies failure to accept.God who thus reveals 
himself to men. : 

Verse 10.— Righteousness: No direct reference to 
justification, but to the righteousness of Jesus, who 
died as a malefactor, yet was received by the Father. 

Verse 11.—Because the prince of this world hath 
been judged: The death, resurrection, and ascension 
of Christ is used by the Spirit to convince the world 
that Satan has been condemned, though seeming to 
triumph. 

Verse 12.— Ye cannot bear them now: Only when 
the Spirit came were they competent to receive and 
understand them. Hence the need that the apostles 
be taught after Christ’s departure, that they might 
understand the significance of the facts narrated in 
the Gospels. ° 

Verse 13.—Shall guide you into all the truth: The 
better attested reading. ‘‘ All the truth,”’ not ‘‘all 
truth,” is in contrast with verse 12, What they could 
not bear would be taught under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. This affirms the inspiration of the 
apostles, and implies the sufficiency of the Scriptures. 
The promise is applicable in later times, but only to 
the illumination of Scripture by the Spirit, who can- 
not contradict his own teachings. 

Verse 14.—He shall glorify me: “He” is mascu- 
line and emphatic. The personality of the Holy 
Spirit is indicated throughout, yet here he is repre- 
sented as hiding himself behind Christ. Were on 
a mere man the utterances of verses 14, 15 would be 
blasphemous egotism.--7ase: As in verse 15. 

Verse 15.—A// things whatsoever the Father hath 
are mine: This shows how conscious Jesus was of 
the greatness of his mission, and of his unique rela- 
tion to the Father. 

Verses 17-22 present in frank language the ignor- 
ance, perplexity and doubt of the disciples on the 
evening before the death of our Lord. Such a de- 
scription attests its own truthfulness, and also shows 
how needful was the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 23.—/n that day: In the new dispensation, 
when the Spirit had come.—Ask me no question: 
the word is that which occurs in 14: 16, in the sense 
of ‘‘pray” or ‘‘make request of.” But that sense, 
while possible here, is not so probable as the other.— 
He will give it you inmy name: This is the better 
attested order. ‘‘In my name”’ is somewhat wider 
than ‘‘ for my sake,” indicating fellowship with Christ, 
Hence ‘‘anything” is limited by this fellowship. 

Verse 24.—Hitherto: The new ground of petition 
could not be known until after the saving facts of re- 
demption.—7hat your joy may be made full: Better 
than ‘fulfilled’ (English Revisers). 


x 








Jesus’ Successor 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE chief thing running through this long talk 
(John 13-17) is that there is some One else com- 
ing. Jesus’ followers would not be left alone as 

———— children, There was some One coming to 
take Jesus’ place with them. This is the sweetest 
message to-day to every follower of Jesus, There is 
a Friend dearer than any other, nearer than ourselves, 
sent directly to us, who will be to us all that Jesus 
was to men when on earth, and more. 

‘To make quite clear what this coming one will be, 
Jesus gives him a name,—Comforter. ‘The word un- 
derneath that English word is very full of tender, 
strong meaning; that is, one close by your side as a 
helper. He is strong and wise, experienced in all 
that will come up in your life, and lover-like in the 
tenderness of his devotion. Wherever you are, in 
kitchen or drawing-room, shop or store or office, in the 
quiet of your own solitude, or in the push and sharp 
competition of the crowd, he is ures there, eager to 
do the part of a best friend, but with a finer meaning 
to that word ‘ friend” than you know. 

What he does he does not do for you simply, but 
through you, giving strength, clear insight, steady 
purpose, that you may do or endure, as need be. He 
never takes away the human initiative; you remain 
the one who must choose, and act; but he puts in a 
new spirit and strength that makes you to do as you 
prtalls ‘That is the meaning of ‘*‘ Comforter.” 

Then to make still clearer and closer who this 
Friend is Jesus adds the word *‘ another,’’—another 
Comforter. ‘That is, Jesus was one comforter, and 
this one who was coming would be to them every- 
thing that Jesus had been. Think back into what 
that meant to those eleven men. They had lived 
with Jesus for nearly two years, tramped the roads, 
sailed Galilee’s blue waters, eaten, slept, talked, 
with him in their’ midst constantly. Sometimes he 
had rebuked them, both quietly and sharply, but all 
the time he was drawing them up to the higher levels, 
teaching, and giving new life by his very presence. 

Now he said, ‘‘l am going away.” ‘They. felt 
badly over that. He said, *t Don’t feel badly about 
this. Iam going to. send some One else who will be 
everything that I have been, and more.” That word 
‘*more,” either spoken or understood, runs all through 
that night’s talk. Jesus up in glory is not the Jesus 
who was down here—simply. He is that Jesus, 
to be sure. ‘There’s a man on the throne up yonder, 
bone of our bone, heart of our heart. 

But now Jesus is more; down here he was in humil- 
ity, and worse, humiliated; up yonder he is glorified, 
crowned, enthroned. And the one who comes to live 
in us is the spirit of the glorified Jesus. If you will 
listen very softly, so the full reverence of the words 
may get into your inner spirit, itis the same as though 
you had Jesus back all to yourself,—and more. That 
is the meaning: of *' another.” Though the Holy 
Spirit is a distinct being, staying down here with us, 
while ae is in the Father’s presence in glory, yet 
hé so fully reproduces Jesus, they are so thoroughly 
one in all their characteristics that Jesus speaks of 
himself and the Spirit interchangeably, as in chapter 
14, where he says twice (vs. 16, 26) that the Spirit 
will be sent; and in between (vs. 18, 19), referring 
evidently to the same thing, he says, ‘‘/ come unto 
you.” ‘The Spirit’s presence is to all intents and pur- 
poses the same as Jesus’ own presence. 

The things that Jesus says here the Spirit will do 
can easily be put into three groups. 

First, his one great mission to all men is to tell 
about Jesus, He is utterly absorbed in Jesus, and in 
telling men about him. So completely is he given 
up to this service that he himse!f has suffered in the 
minds of men regarding his own personality. Here 
is a great point for us. As we are swayed by the 
Spirit, we too will find Jesus to be the great passion 
of our lives. 

Second, his special mission to Jesus’ followers is to 
do zz us what Jesus did for us. Jesus died to take 
away our sin. The Spirit makes us actually free from 
sin. He works over in us the character of Jesus, pa- 
tiently, skilfully, and with resistless power, but only 
as we /e¢ him. 

In addition, he guides us into the full knowledge of 
truth by making our minds keener, by making the 
meaning of the Scriptures plain to us, and by reveal- 
ing God acting in us and for us in all the experiences 
and circumstances of our lives. 

Third, is his mission to the great crowd of out- 
siders. He brings sharply home to men a keen sense 
of three facts: 

1. The sin or wrong of rejecting or not accepting 
Jesus’ claims. Everywhere that men have heard of 
Jesus the Holy Spirit is telling them that Jesus is 
believable. And where such men reject Jesus it can 
be only through resisting the Spirit’s message and 
power. 

2. That the absent Jesus is righteous. It is re- 
markable how universally among all classes of men 
the righteousness of Jesus is gladly, unquestionably, 
admitted. In sharpest contrast with his earth-days, 
nobody doubts the purity of his life and the great- 
ness of his sacrifice and his love. 

3. Jesus’ rival for the world’s homage, called the 
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‘sere of this world, has been put in thé scales and 
ound very ligat weight. He has been judged to be 
all wrong in his character and claims. e is a dis- 
credited prince in the upper circles, and some day 
will be in every circle. 
NANTUCKET, Mass. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


She the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall bear witmwess of me (v. 26). 
‘*The Truth” is one of the names of the Deity, 
and so Orientals say, ‘‘ ‘he Truth spake unto Moses,” 
‘* Muhammad presented himself before the Truth,” 
The Spirit of the truth, then, in the ears of an 
Oriental is the Spirit of Ged. When an obscure in- 
dividual of whom the world had taken no account 


- hitherto, comes out with an extraordinarily wise say- 


ing or benevolent deed, his neighbors repeat the 

roverbial saying, ‘‘ Thou knowest not in whom the 
Spirit of God is.””. And the phrase ‘‘ Bear witness ”’ is 
in the most frequent use among Muhammadans. ‘I 
bear witness that there is no deity but Allah,” isa 
statement which is heard many times every day and 
every hour. 

The joy that a man ts born into the world (16: 21). 
Many a night people are startled from their sleep by 
the shouts of joy in which men and women join and 
proclaim to the neighbors and the world from house 
tops and which is emphasized by the firing of guns, 
and all because a baby boy is born, and the mother 
feels more than compensated, and the occasion is the 
triumphant moment in her life. In some cases the 
tops of the neighboring hills are illuminated because 
a man child is born.. The village children of both 
sexes rush to the happy home and put forth their 
hands and laps, which members of the happy family 
fill with sweets, and during the following days the 
friendly townspeople come to the mother with bless- 
ings in their hands, which include useful gifts of 
many sorts, testifying that they share in the joy. 


SHwEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SYRIA, ~ 
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The Missionaries’ Helper 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


Tt. work of the missionary is either a fool’s errand 
or it is the greatest work in the world. If afew 
thousand men and. women, without wealth or 
weapons, expect in their own strength and wisdom to 
overcome the mighty forces of heathenism, they are 
mad. It is only the promise of divine help -con- 
tained in this lesson that gives assurance of glorious 
success, With the co-operation of the Holy Spirit 
defeat is changed into victory. 

Our Lord’s promise to his missionaries was, and is, 
that the divine Advocate or Helper who was to come 
and abide with them forever would himself guide 
them, teach them, testify of Christ, glorify him and 
convince men of the sin of unbelief, of God's right- 
eousness, and of his judgment on sin. What is im- 
possible for men is possible for God working through 
men. This is the secret of missionary success. 

The fulfilment of Christ’s promise is recorded in the 
Book of Acts, which has been called, ‘* The Acts of 
the Holy Spirit,” and is still seen in the modern acts 
of missionary apostles. As it was the Holy Spirit 
who called the first missionaries (Acts 13), so he 
called Hudson Taylor to China, Jacob Chamberlain 
to India, and William Booth tothe slums. It was the 
Holy Spirit who prevented Paul from going into 
Bithynia and beckoned him to Europe; so he turned 
aside Judson from India to Burma, and Livingstone 
from China to Africa. The ress of the Spirit con- 
verted those in Jerusalem and Samaria and Ephesus, 
and he convinces and enables men to-day in India, 
Korea, China, Wales, America. Where missionaries 
have learned to co-operate with God, to follow his 
guidance and count on his help, there they succeed. 
As Morrison said to the ship’s captain, men may not 
expect to make much impression on heathenism, but 
they expect that God will—and he does. 

Bishop Whitehead of Madras, after twenty-two 
years in India, testifies to the power of the Holy Spirit 
to purify and transform men and women there, as in 
Europe. He says: ‘t Among the converts are men of 
the lowest strata of Hindoo society who have become 
the best educated and most moral class in the com- 
munity. They form a marvelous witness to the 
power of God. His spirit does convince the world of 
sin, of righteousness and of judgment.” 

Reference: 
Gordon. 


**The Holy Spirit in Missions,’’ Dr. A, J. 
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In order to be full of the Spirit a believer must be 
willing to be emptied of whatever is inconsistent with 
the Spirit’s presence. If any disciple sincerely de- 
sires to be thus emptied and thus filled, let him ask 
of God, nothing doubting, and he shall receive. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


HEN ¢heir hour ts come (vy. 4). The hour is 
always coming. Lots of you fellows don’t 
believe it, but it is eoentng, just the same. As 

I write, an old man of this town lies dying. Oh, how 
hard we have tried, in the years gone by, to get him 
interested in the things a the next world! But he 
would not. He has no pain now. He is past that. 
But the mental anguish of the man, as through the 
weary days he faces death, is something awful. The 
time has come, but there has been no preparation for 
it. Only yesterday I called to see an old saint of the 
Lord who also: lies dying. I never sat by.a happier 
person. Everything is ready. Both stand upon the 
shore. One is terrified as he stands there alone. 
The other is as happy as a bride as she stands, hand 
in hand with the Biidegroom, awaiting the ferryman 
for the wedding journey. Which for you, when the 
time comes? You can Luster and argue and ‘‘ don’t 
believe this” and ‘‘don’t believe that,”” but when the 
doctor says, ‘‘ Make him as comfortable as.you can— 


there is no use of my coming any more,” well, you 
y 4 


will remember (Iuuke 16 : 25). 


If 1 go not away, the Comforter will not come 
(v. 7). Noone need have any trouble in these days 
in grasping the mystery of the Trinity. Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. , These three are one. Sun, 
coal, and electricity. These three are one. Some 
one has called coal ‘‘ solidified sunlight.” No sun, 
no life in the world. No God, no life. ‘It is expe- 
dient” that the coal goes aay Leg andy or there is 
no electricity. What is the Holy Spirit? What is 
electricity ? A something that comes from the sun. 
We know a few things that it does—discovering new 
ones every day. It heals diseases, conveys intelli- 
gence across seas without wires—we stand amazed 
at its marvels. Look at this old piece of common 
iron... Let us wrap the electric current around it, and 
what wonders! It talks, it sings, it lifts loads, it 
turns night into day, and carries us up hill and down 
dale and through the waters. A new.wonder every 
day. The greatest power in the world is this thing 
we call electricity.. The greatest power in the world 
is the power of the Holy Spirit. Christ preached 
three years in his own person, and won twelve follow- 
ers. Peter preached three minutes in the power of 
the Holy Spirig and won three thousand (Acts 2: 
14-39). ‘‘Greater works than these shall he do” 
(John 14: 12). . See that uncouth, unlettered man 
sunk.in sim Common iron.. Something happens. 
Call it any name you like. The Spirit of God envel- 
opes that man and I have seen him melt and move 
a vast audience as he spoke for God. Jerry McAuley 
the river thief, and Samuel Hadley the drunken bum, 
become the lights of New York slums, and when God 
called them home the whole great city sobbed. Pray 
that God may wrap this mysterious power about. your 
common iron life and make you something worth 
while in the world (Luke 11 : 13). 


He, when he ts come, will convict the world in 
—— of sin (v. 8). ‘The word translated reprove 
and convict also means convince. You will never be 
areal Christian until you are convinced you are a 
sinner. The Holy Spirit will do that. And when he 
does, God help you if you don’t repent and accept 
Jesus Christ, the only cure for sin. So long as you 
think you are ‘‘ just as good as the rest of them,” you 
will never be saved. 


Of righteousness (v. 10). The Holy Spirit was 
never so busy doing this as right now. We hear 
much about the ‘‘ square deal.” Pure food laws are 
being passed and enforced. Railroads and other 
corporations are being investigated for crookedness. 
At the Hague recently earnest men were trying to 
put away the awful wickedness of war. Weare learn- 
ing the ‘‘royal law” (Jas. 2: 8, also Matt. 22 : 39). 
Noble women are opening ‘‘ Doors of Hope”’ for the 
fallen. Societies are multiplying for helping those 
who need help. Millions are going into Young Men’s 
Christian Associations to help young men to Chris- 
tian manhood. ‘‘ Country weeks” for slum children, 
ice funds, flower missions, etc. Truly the Spirit of 
God, who dwelleth in men, is convincing the world 
of rightness (1 Cor. 3: 16, 17). Are you having any 
part in these things ? 


Of judgment (v.11). Just look up these refer- 
ences: 2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 2: 3-16; Rev- 
elation 20: 11-15; John 5 : 28, 29.° There is nothing 
of which you fellows need so much to be convinced 
as that judgment awaits you. And pray, why not? 
When you stay at the hotel, you expect an account- 
ing with the propriétor. ‘‘ After death the judg- 
ment” (Heb. 9 : 27). Visit a hospital for incurables, 
and you will believe there is a day of reckoning for 
this world. Just look round town and note the mis- 
erable human wrecks. Awful as this is, it is as noth- 


ing to the judgment which is to come to those who 
enter the next world without Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 
$37; .-Matt.. 95). 

(One of the best books on the Holy Spirit is James 
McConkey’s ‘‘ Three Fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” 
published by Fred Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa. ; for cir- 
culation free so far as he has funds.) 
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LESSON FOR MAY 10 (John 15: 26 to 16 : 24) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


Traveiing Safely Though Blind—Golden Text 


WILL pray the Father, and he shall give you 
| another Comforter, that he may be with you for 
ever (Golden Text). A few months ago, while 
traveling, I saw a little blind girl come in the car. 
She was not more than seven or eight years old, and 
had avery bright face. She had been attending a 
school for the blind, and was on her way home, yet 
no friend or relative was with her. You ask how 
she could travel alone? Very well indeed, for she 
was put in charge of the conductor, a kind-hearted 
man, who lived in the same town she did. When he 
was not engaged in collecting tickets, he sat by her 
side and talked with her. She thus reached the end 
of her journey safely, and I saw her placed in the 
arms of her loved ones whén she reached her station. 
That conductor was a comforter in the Bible sense of 
that word, which means ‘‘ one who is called to an- 
other’s side to aid him.” Do we realize that we are 
like this little blind girl, in a world where we know 
not the way, yet the Comforter is our ever-present 
guide, who is striving to lead us to our heavenly 
home ?—AH. H. Smith, Kinsale, Va, 


Bearing Pressure Little by Little—v. 12. 

Ye cannot bear them now (vy. 12). In a visit toa 
glass-works, I was very much impressed by some- 
thing which I observed in connection with the manu- 
facture of the great earthen pots in which the glass 
is melted in the furnace. These pots must be able to 
stand intense heat for a long period. Many experi- 
ments have been tried in theirmanufacture, but there 
seems to be one successful way to make them. ‘The 
carefully selected and prepared clay is molded by 
hand. First a large circular layer of clay, for the bot- 
tom of the pot, is placed upon the floor of the molding- 
room. Nextdayaring of clay is put around the edge 
of it, and left todry. Each day the wall of the pot is 
built up a few inches until, at the end of fifteen days, 
the pot is completed. The clay is soft, and if it should 
be formed allin one day, the weight of the clay would 
itself destroy the shape. It must be made a little at 
atime as it has strength to bear the weight of the 
new material added. So with Christ’s teaching of 
his disciples. He suited his teaching to the strength 
of their perception and their spiritual insight. Day 
by day he taught them new truth as they were able 
to bear it.—Zhe Rev. Park Hays Miller, Phila- 
delphia, The prize for this week is Bwarded to this 
tllustration. 


Making the Darkness and Gloom Beautiful—v. 13. 

He shall guide Pare into all the truth(v. 13). A 
few months ago I had the pleasure of seeing the 
beautiful Marengo Cave. I entered this cave with a 
common lantern, and what a vast, muddy, gloomy, 
dangerous-looking place it was! But wait! To the 
front of our party came a guide, who was carrying a 
powerful searchlight. This he threw upon the roof 
and sides of the cave, and what before looked gloomy, 
behold ! now shone like diamonds. The trip that 
would have been dangerous, or even impossible, be- 
came a delightful walk. He kept turnirg his light 
upon hidden beauties that we should never have 
seen. Thus in walking amid the truth of earth and 
in the Bible mines, except the Holy Spirit act as 
guide, the road is gloomy, dangerous, and fruitless. 
He will guide us into all truth and make it glorious. 
He alone can show its beauty.—Zhe Rev. /. B. Wit- 
liamson, Paoli, Ind. 


An Analogy from Wireless Telegraphy—v. 13. 

When he, the Sptrit of truth, ts come (v. 13). 
Teachers seeking an analogy between natural and 
spiritual processes will find a remarkable one in the 
operations of wireless telegraphy. and of the Holy 
Spirit. At the receiving station a local battery cir- 
cuit is constantly connected with the apparatus which 
is to do useful work—like operating a telegraph 
sounder. Butin the circuit is a little device called 
the coherer, filled with metal particles; and these 
particles offer a resistance to the passage of the bat- 
tery current, and the telegraph sounder remains 
silent. Then silently through space there comes a 
peculiar electrical disturbance ; in some mysterious 
way the metal particles in the coherer cease to offer 
resistance, the battery current flows through the line, 
and the click of the sounder is heard. God’s call is 
continuous; but somewhere in our lives is a *‘ resist- 
ance,” and the call is unheeded. The Holy Spirit 
comes, unseen and unheard, the resistance is over- 
come, and God’s call flows in upon us in-all its sweet- 
ness and fulness. This subject is ably discussed in 
the chapter entitled ‘‘ Wireless Telegraphy,” in Elec- 
tricity and its Similitudes,” by C. H. Tyndall.— 
Eugene C. Foster, Philadelphia. 


Enjoyment Not Dependent on Surroundings—v. 22. 
Your joy no one taketh away from you (v. 22). 
Dillon Wallace describes some strong contrasts be- 
tween those who go to Labrador for the purpose of 
making: money and .those who go in order that lives 
amay:be.transformed:by, the love-of; Christ. . The for- 
mer,were. full of :complaints, about. the country, the 
ited. ‘to, endure, and the 
longings they had. for-.a life in other surroundings.” 
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A typical wail expressed by one woman was: *' God 
knows how lonely it is here sometimes. How glad 
I'll be to go where there’s some one besides just 
greasy heathen Eskimos to see!" In contrast to this 
me the example of Stewart, the missionary who 

as endured what men call unspeakable hardships: 
‘*In the little cabin in which he lives we found him 
one day with a little pot of high-smelling seal-meat 
cooking for his dogs, and a pan of dough-cakes frying 
for himself. Here I spent many delightful hours. 
His constant flow of well-told stories, flavored with 
Irish wit, was a sure panacea for despondency. I 
believe Stewart, with his sunny temperament, is 
really enjoying his life among the heathen, and he 
has made an obvious impression upon them, for 
every one turns out to his on meetings, where 
the services are conducted in Eskimo, and takes part 
with a will."— Zhe Rev. D. W. Montgomery, Wit- 
liamsburg, Iowa. From The Interior. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR Father, thou hast ever sought to lead us 
to the truth. How blind and wayward we 
have been! How desperately set in our own 

ways! How heedless of thy leadings! Forgive us 
for the perversity which has kept us from the com- 
panionship of thy Spirit, from the upholding power 
of the Comforter. Grant unto us a new sense of our 
need of thy Spirit in our lives to reveal the truth 
unto us and to strengthen us for the daily task. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson ; 

Who can tell me what a guide is? [You will get 
varied answers to this purposely broad question.] A 
guide is one who leads us in a right way. Inthe 
state of Maine a great many men earn a living as 
guides. Hunters and fishermen go into the deep 


forests, not alone, but with guides. How do the’ 


guides know the way? Yes, they’ve been through 
there before. Yes, they understand the lay of the 
land, the direction of the streams, and ever so many 
forest signs that hunters and fishermen might miss 
altogether. It’s a pretty serious thing to be lost in 
the woods. 

I wonder if any one here got lost to-day—lost in 
the hunt for truth? Some of you scholars were close 
about the teachers, listening, following, and finding. 
Were others lagging behind, wandering about, halt- 
ing, wondering, lost ? 

We who are trying to lead you in the hunt for 
truth must do the best we can; but we can lead only 
as we are led, and only asall together we are led, by 
the guide of whom Jesus spoke, the Holy Spirit, who 
dwells among us. If any of us have not led as well 
as we might to-day, if any of us have not followed 
faithfully, perhaps we have forgotten to ask for the 
help of that Spirit of truth, who can guide us into all 
the truth. What are the names given to him? 





THE COMFORTER 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 


IS HE MY GUIDE? 











Ask yourself that piain question. Jesus’ disciples 
were to know more than he himself could tell them. 
The Holy Spirit was to be their guide into all the 
truth. If we are not understanding the Bible aright, 
if truth to us is misty and dim, can it be because we 
have not asked the Spirit’s guidance ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


% 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘‘Our blest Redeemer, ere he Psalm 51 : 8-14. 
breathed.”’ (69 : 5-8. 1 : 1-2, 

‘**O Spirit of the living God.” Psalm 68 : einer 3+) 

‘*Come, r- 4 Ghost, our souls in- (or: 1,2 136: 1-3.) 

‘*Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost.”’ Psalm 143 : I, 7-10. 

‘‘Come,- Holy Spirit, heavenly (2T! : 1. 46. 305: 1, 4-6.) 
Deve.”’ Psalm 139 : 5-8. 

‘*O Word of God Incarnate." (206 : 4-8. 297 : 4-8.) 

‘* Spirit Divine, attend our prayers."' Psalm 104 : 26-29. 

‘A charge to keep | have."’ (151 : 14-16. 212: 1-3.) 


b 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—John 15 : 11-25 . . ... Friends of Jesus 


‘luesday.—John 45,:26.t0 16:11) ‘The Mission of the Holy _ 
’ Wednesdav.—John 16 : 12-24 i 


Spirit -. 

Thhrsday.—John 16 = 25-33. .-. | . 2 -. °. “Fo the*Father”’ 
Friday.—tsa’ 63 °57+14--..)2°. ss “. Guidance and rest 
Saturdayv:—t Cor. 2 +916. 2.5 6 i 6. ee me kieown 
Sunday +2 Gor. 3:48) 2. 2b Gc. Sd aberty 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Mutual Relations of Christ and His 
Disciples, and the Work of the Holy Spirit 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (John 15 to 17). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


HESE three chapters are packed with declara- 
tions of the highest import. They are separated, 
appafently, from the preceding conversation 

by the closing sentence of chapter 14, which implies 
a departure from the upper room. It really makes no 
difference to the interpretation whether the words 
were spoken in the room, while they were standing, 
or as they were walking through thecity. They read 
like utterances appropriate to the privacy of the 
chamber, and very likely were made there. As Riggs 
justly remarks, these chapters contain the apostle’s 
reminiscences of the conversations of that sacred 
evening, and the exact order in which they were 
spoken is the least valuable detail to determine. 

By an illustration, common ‘enough but very appro- 
priate, that of the vine and its branches, the char- 
acter of the union between Christ and his disciples was 
fitly described in its closeness, vitality, and fruitful- 
ness. 

The bond of this union is to be an uncalculating 
and unchanging love, which abolishes the relation of 
master and servants, and creates that of friends. 
Friendship is a beautiful and sacred relation between 
those who understand each other. It implies a com- 
munity of interest, perfect confidence, mutual sup- 
port, and an exchange somewhere of that which 
stimulates and enlarges life. Jesus meant all of this 
by his words. 

To such a union the spirit of the world is a 
stranger. Those who are the close friends of Christ 
must expect the enmity of the world. It looks out for 
number one. But self-interest and Christlikenéss 
have little in common. 

The promise which seemed, however, of most im- 
portance to Jesus was the promise of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit would make good Jesus’ absence, would 
be a revealer of truth, would join them in witnessing 
of Jesus, would press home upon humanity the great 
religious realities of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 

Jesus put before the disciples, not a gloomy pros- 
pect, but a bright one, ‘* Your sorrow shall be turned 
into joy.”” They were not to be left in uncertainty. 
‘«The hour cometh when I shall tell you plainly of the 
Father.” They might expect trouble, but the out- 
come would be Christ’s own peace in their lives. 

The seventeenth chapter was described by Luther 
as incomparable for simplicity, depth, grandeur and 
devoutness. Jesus prayed for himself, for his close 
disciples, and for all who should be made to believe on 
him. To them he was to commit the great work of 
bringing the world into touch with God. Unity of 
purpose, complete consecration, glad effectiveness, — 
these attributes he craved for his own. 





II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bearing 
on the current lessons will be’mailed by ‘The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

No volume discusses these chapters in such detail 
as Bernard’s 7he Central Teaching of Jesus Christ 
(pp. 207-416). His closing comments are remarkable. 
The outlines furnished by Riggs help to make the 
course of thought very clear. Of the handy com- 
mentaries, McClymont and Milligan are always help- 
ful. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 
{This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion. the 

themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford 

hints for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method. | 

The work of the Holy Spirit is an important teach- 
ing, but not the only one of these chapters. The 
adult class should at least look for the other teachings. 

The Vine and its Branches (15: 1-8). Show how 
appropriate this figure was to indicate the relation be- 
tween Christ and his disciples. 

No Longer Servants (15 : 14-16). What is involved 
in the idea of friendship with Christ ? 

Therefore the World Hateth You (15:19). Why 
is this antagonism sure ? 

The Work of the Holy Spirit. Why was the Spirit 
(16 : 7) to be preferred to the continuing companion- 
ship of Jesus? What things was the Spirit to achieve ? 

The Legacy of Joy and Assurance (16 : 22, 33). 
Has this been actually fulfilled ? 

The Farewell Prayer. What did it comprehend ? 


- Why are these hopes unfulfilled ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEk’s LEsson. 
(For.assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class. 
i. What.twe détails show that Jesus deitberately 
i shimeelf tothe band of soldsers ? . 2.. How-was 


2eter-enabled:to be-present at the.examination? 3. 


How. can-we explain Peter's denials? 4. Was Jesus 
asked legitimate questions ? 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


SHOULD like the’ girls~to’feel that Jesus never 
showed his deep tenderness for his disciples 
more fully than when-he -was about to leave 


them. Then I should like them to feel that thelove he - 


expressed for them, and the promise he made to them, 
were as much meant for us as for those who heard his 
words. He was going away, but in his place he 
would send a Friend who should really be able to do 
more for them than Jesus himself. This Friend 
would be called the Comforter. 


Such a comforter, girls, is the teacher who not only * 


helps you with a recitation, but shows you how to 
advance to something harder. Such a-comforter is 
the captain who stands on the bridge in a great storm 
at sea; the passengers need not worry; the captain 
is there. Such acomforter is the doctor who comes 
into the sick-room, and not only soothes your pain, 
but gives you something to make you well. 

The girls may-think it hard to understand how an 
unseen spirit can do more and be more to a world 
full of people than a Saviour whom Sey could see. 
Jesus in human form would be in one place only at 
one time, but the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, is 
everywhere at once,—in Philadelphia, San Francisco, 
New York, Japan, China. Heisintheclass. He is 
in every loving teacher and loving scholar. 


** Closer is he than breathing, 
And nearer than hands and feet.’’ 


The strong unseen things are all about us. Think 
of the air, of electricity, of the telephone, of wireless 
telegraphy. ‘The aisle may understand this a little 
better if they think how many people they hold in 


their hearts, —father, mother, sisters, brothers, friends - 


across the sea, There is room in the hearts for the 
Comforter, too. 

Some foolish people shut the door on the Holy 
Spirit. They think they can do without him. They 
do not want a Comforter. But without him they 


cannot even pray well. ‘The Comforter in your heart. 


makes your heart like heaven, brings Jesus close to 
you, gives you power to work, gives you courage and 
strength, dawns you all you need to know about this 
life and the life tocome. To be a Christian without 
the Holy Spirit is to be likea r little tallow candle 
feebly struggling in the dark. To be a Christian 
with the Holy Spirit is to be like a lighthouse beacon 
sending out beams afar. : 

Christ means the Comforter for you and me, girls. 
We must ask for him, wait for him, and then walk 
through this world with him at our side, our ever- 
present Guide and Friend. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 

(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 

each girl, the answers to be brought ints class next Sunday.) 

1. To what place did Jesus go with his disciples 
after his prayer for them? 2. What is the meaning 
of the word betray? 3. What advantage had the 
traitor over others? 4. Whom did he bring to the 
garden? 5. What question did —— ask? 6, How 
did Jesus show his great unselfishness ? 7. Howcan 
you tell that Jesus was not taken by surprise?’ 8, 
Into what sin did: Peter fall? 9. Which was worse, 
to betray or todeny? Why? 

GLEN RipGeE, N. J. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


CAN'T recall having a very clear idea about the 
Holy Spirit when I was a boy; indeed, if my 
memory is correct, I had a very hazy idea, I 

wonder if other boys—my boys and others—may be 
taught about him; not much, with confusion of mind, 
but just a little of the truth, as clear as daylight. 

To begin, I challenged the investigating aot 
‘*Let’s see what these verses tell us about the Holy 
Spirit—what he was to do and to be, when he came. 
Who sees the very first place in the lesson where we 
learn something of his mission?” (I think I would 
have gained by getting the boys’ idea of a ‘‘ mission,” 
used in the sense we have in our lesson title.) Some- 
body said, ‘*Bear witness.” But, we must look 
sharper than that; is that the first? ‘‘ Comforter,”— 
yes, he would comfort. ‘‘ Then ‘* bear witness” of 
Jesus—and in a similar sense others are to ‘‘ bear 
witness ” of Christ, others who ‘* have been with” him. 

The eighth verse gave us new light on the mission 
of the Holy Spirit, and here 1 dwelt for most of the 
lesson period. Why does the minister preach? 
Several answers before we had the fact that one ob- 
ject of preaching is to cause people to become Chris- 
tians. But the preaching alone wouldn't doit. As 
the minister preaches the Holy Spirit is at work, using 
what the minister says to show some man that he is 
a sinner, and needs -Christ as a Saviour. Or, per- 
haps, the Holy Spirit may use the words of some 
hymn to do the same thing. 

But there are still other ways—many ways—by 
which the Holy Spirit works. I am teaching you 
fellows, now; but only as the Spirit speaks through 
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me will what I say reach your hearts. If what I say 


to you tells you that you need Jesus as your persvnal 
Saviour, it’s because the Spirit speaks through my 
words—and you hear him—not me. See? > 

Well, look along into the thirteenth verse—‘‘ guide 
you into all the truth.” Hére he is a guide—a 
teacher. I’m looking at my Bible and you're looking 
at your Bible (we don’t use lesson leaves in class). 
What does my Bible say to me? Well, if I read with 
the Spirit’s aid, it brings me a message from God. I 
may not eg Ae neeny it; but what I need I get 
clearly—the Holy Spirit is my teacher. 

A week later the boys complained that they had dif- 
fieulty in writing this lesson up in their note-books; 
and then I realized that I had not been sufficiently 
careful in summarizing—at the close of the lesson. 

But I see signs of the effect of the home-thrust: 
‘‘As I teach, the Holy Spirit is making clear my 
teaching to you, surely, if God is using me.” 


Home Work for thee Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1.,How did Judas know where to find Jesus? 2, 
What is meant by ‘‘ knowing all things that were 
coming upon him”? (Luke 18 : 31-33.) 3. Why was 
Jesus spoken of as ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth”? 4. What 
did Jesus say would happen before the cock should 
crow ? (Luke 22:34.) 5. By what sign did Judas 
betray Christ ? (Matt. 26: 48, 49.) 6. Who attempted 
to defy the band sent to arrest Christ ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Fur the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HARLIE, while I hold this spool of fine black 
silk, will you please hold the end of the thread, 
close your: eyes, and follow where it leads? 

You can surely trust me not to lead you into any 
danger. (Move about the room as you talk, illus- 
trating these several points: The leading will be 
gentle; if he lets go, he cannot feel it; if he pulls back, 
the thread breaks, etc.. Thechildren can see how you 
lead him, although they may not see the thread.) 

If I didn’t have any thread, but asked you to fol- 
low my voice, could you do that ? 


For nearly three years Jesus had taught and led 


his disciples, and they had been faithful followers. 
When he told them that night in the upper room that 
he must go away and leave them, they-felt as if they 
could never go on without him. They wanted to 
follow him always, and Peter said he would, even if 
he died for it. Then Jesus told them why he was 
going away. (Review the last lesson.) 

Then Jesus said: ‘‘I will not leave you alone. I 
will send you a helper to take my place, to teach and 
guide you, [Write Jesus Promised the Helper.] 
You cannot see him, but he will be like a kind, gentle 
voice, telling you what todo. His name is the Holy 
Spirit, or the Comforter, which means that he will 
comfort and help you when I am gone.” (Add Holy 
Spirit under ‘: Helper.’’) Jesus said, ‘‘I am going 
very soon. I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another comforter,”—this Holy Spirit. (Add 
*¢ Jesus Prayed for the Holy Spirit.’’) That night 
in the upper room Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven 
and prayed (chap. 17) such a wonderful prayer. 


ROMISED ELPER 
JESUS Praveo ror ™ Hocy seme 
He also said, ‘‘ It is better that I go away. . . Let 
not your heart be troubled. Beof good cheer.” And 


he told them just what the Holy Spirit would do for 
them (chap. 14: 26 ; 16: 13). 


“HE SHALL ettoe YOU" 
GUIDE 

The disciples listened carefully (show the picture- 
roll), and their hearts began to be comforted by these 
promises of Jesus. I am glad that he told them once 
before (Luke 11 : 13) that the ‘‘ Heavenly Father 
gives the Holy Spirit to them that ask him,” because 
that means you and me. When Jesus was baptized, 
the Spirit of God came gently upon him like a dove. 


























** There is a holy dove that sings 

To every listening child 

That whispers to his little heart ; 
A song so sweet and mild. 

It is the Spirit of our God, 
That speaks his soul within. 

That leads him on to all things good, 
And holds him back from sin.”’ 


+-Special Songs and Services, No. 2, by Mrs. Kennedy. 


The promises of Jesus came true soon afterwards. 
In the upper room that night he had talked to them 
about a.vine with its branches and fruit, and he said 
(15 :.16): ‘I chose -you that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit."". He meant what the Bible calls the fruit 
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of the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). We may know whether 
people have this Holy Spirit to be their helper, to 
teach and guide them if, in their hearts and lives, we 
see, ‘‘ Love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, kind- 
ness, goodness,” etc. Solo: 
** Holy Spirit, faithful guide, 
Ever near the Christian’s side, 

Whisp’ring softly, ‘ Wand’rer, come, 

e Follow me, I’ll guide thee home.’ ’”’ 
Peoria, ILL. 





Workers’ Questions Answered 





Alternating every other week with Mr. Marion l.awrance, General 
Secretary of the International Sunday School Association,who answers 
questi on the g 1 work in the Sunday-school, other specialists 
wifl answer queries in their classified fields of work, as follows : 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes, International 
Elementary Superintendent. 

Temperance Teaching: Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional Temperance Department. : 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ P:oblems: Patterson Du Bois. 

Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street; Phila., Pa. 








_The Home Department 
Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 


I am very desirous of forming my class of girls into a Sun- 
shine Band. Where can I find out how to do it, and where 
can I obtain the button badge for them? Is there any circu- 
lar published that will tell me of the work, that I can use for 
distribution ? 

You can find out about the organization from ‘‘ The 
Home Department of To-day” (price, 25 cents), the 
book published by The Sunday School Times Co. 
The author gives a number of illustrations of the 
working of various bands that will be of help to you. 
You can have a choice of badges. One, designed by 
the author, can be obtained from W. A. Wilde & Ce., 
Boston, and another, designed by one of the first 
teachers to organize a Sunshine Band, from David C. 
Cook, Elgin, Ill. From the latter house you can also 
get a circular on the work for distribution. 





NEW YORK.—What can a Home Department Superintend- 
ent do to increase interest on the part of the main school ? 
Our Home Department has been as large as the main school. 
Reports of lesson study and offerings were good ; but almost 
no conversions were reported, and not many transfers or visits 
to the main school were made. It is extremely difficult to find 
any one who will undertake the work of Home Department 
Superintendent. Do you think a Home Department corner 
would help, and how ? 

I would suggest that. you first make sure of the 
hearty and sympathetic co-operation of your pastor 
and the superintendent of the school. 

‘Often words from these two officials will stir interest 
and arouse enthusiasm in the church and school. 

Then I would have the workers of the Home De- 
partment give a reception for the teachers and officers 
of the church and school; if it is possible secure some 
Home Department expert tocome in and give them an 
address that shall kindle their interest in the work 
and make them ‘‘want to do something.” A new 
voice, one from outside, is more effective than some 
one that they may have heard before. 

You can then give a report of what has been done 
and picture the possibilities of the future if they will 
all lend a hand. Try to get the teachers to pledge 
themselves to work by encouraging their pupils to 
work for members in their own homes, and to form 
‘*Family Classes” for lesson study. 

If you can secure this large number of helpers and 
give them continuous work to do you will:find that 
you have no lack of interest in anything connected 
with your Home Department. 

I would plan a quarterly meeting for the workers, 
and this should include those of the pupils of the 
main school: who have really secured members and 
have inaugurated the family class work in their 
homes, and plan some specific work for the quarter. 
For example, one quarter you might see how many 
of the members of the department would attend the 
services of church and school.- The young people 
could help by going into the homes and caring for 
the little ones that keep the mothers at home; by 
going into other homes and caring for invalids; by 
helping in the morning’s work in that home where 
there are so many children and so few hands strong 
enough to work. Another quarter you might plan to 
deepen the interest in the missionary causes of your 
church on the part of your members; and have a 
missionary social. With the extra helpers that you 
have secured these special functions will be found to 
be no extra tax on you, for many hands will make 
light work. 

A Home Department Class in the Sunday-school 
always pays. Be sure to secure a tactful and in- 
teresting teacher who will use the lecture method and 
not ask individual questions, but on the other hand, 
give any and every one the opportunity to question 
him at any. time. Have you-seen ‘‘ The Home De- 
partment of To-day” sold by The Sunday School 
Times Company, for twenty-five cents ? 
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LESSON FOR MAY 10 (John rs : 26 to 16 : 24) 


Convention Calendar 


Western Washington, at Seattle. . April 27-29 
Oregon, at Forest Grove . . . . . April 27-29 
Mississippi, at Greenwood . . April 28-30 


Eastern Washington and Northern 





Idaho, at Spokane . . . . May 46 
Kansas, at Wichita . OP a . May 5-7 
Illinois, at Moody Institute, Summer 

School . weg 5 to August 3 
Idaho, at Boise. ..... . May 6- 
Montana, at gs : ” May 11-13 
Illinois, at Dixon . . . . May 19-21 
North Dakota, at Minot . . . May 19-21 
Tennessee, at Nashville . . May 21, 22 
Wisconsin, at Neenah- Menasha . . May 26-28 
Indiana, at Vincennes . . . . June 2-4 
Arkansas, at Little Rock . . » June 3-5 
Nebraska, at Fremont. ...... June 9-(1 
New York, at Albany . . . . June g-I1r 
Ohio, at Toledo . . . . June 9-11 
12th Triennial International 

Convention, at Louisville . . June 18-23 


Hawaii, at Hilo, Hawaii. . . 
Pennsylvania, at Pittsburg, Sum- 
mer School of Methods . June 28 to July 3 
Iowa, at Marshalltown . . June 29 to July 1 
West Virginia, School of 
Methods, at Morgantown, June 29 to July 4 
Massachusetts, at Sagamore Beach, 


. June 24-27 


Sunday-school Institute . . July 5-10 
New Jersey, at Asbury Park, School 

of Methods... . . + July 6-13 
Mexico, National, at ‘Torveon, 

Coahnila ... - » « July 8-13 
Arkansas, 7th District Summer 

School, at Searev . . . July 8-14 | 
Ontario, at Alma College, St. 

Thomas Methodist Mis- 

sionary Summer School . . . . July 9-16 
Gntario, Victoria College, ‘Toronto, 

Summer School of Methods . . July 9-21 
Rhode Island, at East Greenwich, 

Summer School . : _ July 11-18 
Ontario, at Port Dover, Summer 

School . July 14-21 


Iowa, at Clear Lake, Summer School, July 18- 24 | 
Wisconsin, at Monona Lake, Madi- 
son Sunday-school Assembly . 
Ontario, at Barrie . 
Pennsylvania, at Pocono Pines, 
Eastern School of Methods. 
Indiana, 4th District Training 
School for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Winona Lake . 
Colorado, at Fort Collins . 
Massachusetts, at Worcester . 
Rhode Island, at Providence . 
Kentucky, at Newport . 
Pennsylvania, at Shamokin . 
Prince Edward Island, at Sum- 


July 21-31 
ys 3 
July 22-30 


. September 1-3 

October 6-8 
. October 13, 14 
. Octoher 13-15 
, October 14-16 | 


merside. . 
District of Columbia, at Wash- 
ington ‘ 


. October 15, 16 | 





+ October 19-21 





Coffee Eyes 


It Acts Slowly but Frequently Produces 
Blindness 


The curious effect of slow daily poison- 
ing and the gradual building in of dis- 
ease as a result, is shown in numbers of 





| ceiling huddled a flock of sheep. 


| 


| but she helped to fill in the story. 


| appeared. 


another dim picture ; 
. August 4-14 | | father. 


. August 7-14 | him, 


| 


\ 





Children at Home 








The Fortunes of the 
Ceiling Family 
By Grace Willis 
gtd lay in his white bed looking 
dreamingly at the ceiling, when Uncle 


Phil seated himself on the bed and 
gave the boy’ s hand a squeeze. 


**T can’t ever decide, Uncle Phil,’’ said | 


Benny, ‘‘ just what relation the fisherman is 
to the rest of my family. 
could help me ?”’ 

A myriad of hairlike lines spread them- 
selves upon the ceiling; the plaster was 
certainly much cracked. To the eyes of the 
sick child on the bed the lines shaped them- 
selves into forms and faces. There was one 
pinched, sharp-featured face, with hair drawn 


tightly up to a small knot, that might be that | 


of a hard-worked farmer’s daughter; he 
called her Jane. Over in one corner of the 
Benny 
called the ceiling people his ‘* farm family.’’ 
Near the sheep was a dim outline of the 
farmer’s wife, not very distinct to be sure, 
and Benny was not much interested in her, 
In the 
farther right-hand corner was such a splen- 


| did hill for coasting, and yet no sleds ever 


Benny imagined the farmer must have to 


work very hard and that he kept the boys out | 


in the field working, too, and that was the 
reason he never came into view, and that the 
| boys never had time to slide down hill. 

An old man with a crooked back formed 
that was the Grand- 


ward what looked like a chimney corner, and 
never got there. 
poor old man. 

But the most perplexing of all was the 
fisherman, with his shaggy hair and eye- 
brows. He turned his back on them all, 
though not very far from Jane, and appeared 
to be absorbed in his pipe. 

** He doesn’t seem to belong to the family 


| at all,’? complained Benny, ‘‘ and he doesn’t 





cases where the eyes are affected by cof- | 


fee. 
A case in point will illustrate. 
A lady in Oswego, Mont., experienced 


a slow but sure disease settling upon her | 


eyes in the form of increasing weakness 

and shooting pains with wavy, dancing 

lines of light, so vivid that nothing else 

could be seen for minutes at a time. 
She says : 


me and I naturally began a very earnest 
quest for the cause. About this time I 
was told that coffee poisoning sometimes 
took that form, and while I didn’t believe 
that coffee was the cause of my trouble, 
I concluded to quit it and see. 

‘*I took up Postum Food Coffee in 
spite of the jokes of husband, whose ex- 
perience with one “—- a neighbor's 
was unsatisfactory. ell, I made Pos- 
tum strictly according to directions, boil- 
ing it a little longer, because of our high 
altitude. The result was charming. I 
have now used Postum in place of coffee 
for about 3 months and my eyes are 
well, never paining me or showing any 
weakness. 
the cause of the trouble was coffee and 
the cure was in quitting it and building 
up the nervous system on Postum; for 
that was absolutely the only change I 
made in diet and I took no medicine. 

‘*My nursing baby has been kept ina 
perfectly healthy state since I have 
used Postum. 

“Mr. , affiend, discarded coffee 
and took on Postum to see if he could be 
rid of his dyspepsia and frequent head- 
aches. The change produced a most re- 
markable improvement quickly.” 

‘* There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 








I know to a certainty that | 





seem to be interested inthem. Ican’t make 


out who he is,’ 


| eye. He had been to an art school and he 
| liked pictures. 
‘* What makes you think he is a fisherman? 
Perhaps he is the missing farmer.”’ 
**Oh no, I’m sure he is a fisherman. I 
knew it the first time I saw him.’’ 
‘* Perhaps he comes to see Jane and wants 
to marry her. 
‘*Why, Uncle Phil, he never even looks at 
her.’? 
‘* Perhaps he is bashful, and hasn’t gotten 
up his courage yet to talk to her.’’ 
** Well, he’s dreadful slow. 
there a long, /omg time.’’ 


‘* Your family seem in need of a friend to 
| help them out, Benjamin Barrows, 
‘‘ This gradual failure of sight alarmed | 


overworked, and bashful, and the boys never 
get out on that hill to coast. 
mend their fortunes a little.’’ 

‘* What do you mean, Uncle Phil?’”’ 

‘*Why-er, do something to help them 
along, you know. I might bea rich uncle 
and make them a present of a thousand dol- 
lars, so life would be easier for them. Jane, 
now, needs something to chirk her up, don’t 

vyou think so? And the fisherman certainly 
is rather frowzy and ragged.”’ 

**How could you do it?’ asked Benny, 
turning his big, wondeting eyes toward those 
twinkling so near him. 

** You wait and see.”’ 

If Benny had had eyes that could see and 
ears that could hear through floors and par- 


titions, he might have seen his uncle sitting | 
| in the library that afternoon talking to his | 


older sister Fanny, Benny’s mother, about 
mending the fortunes of the Ceiling Family, 
and he might have heard her say: ‘* Why, 
yes, I don’t care. The room will be done 
over again in the spring anyway, and it will 
relieve his mind, won’t it, the dear child, — 
and amuse him.’’ 

One morning bright and early the birds 
woke Benny, singing outside his window, 
and as he opened his eyes slowly, they 
lighted on the ceiling. 
be— He rubbed his eyes and looked harder. 
*T was reaily and truly so! 


coasting down that hill,—four of them! 


Do you think you | 


Neither was there a farmer, and | 


And he was evidently walking to- | 


Benny often felt. tired ‘for | 


Uncle Phil looked at him with a critical | 


He’s been | 


They’re | 


Maybe we caa | 


It looked—could it | 


There were boys | 
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Quickly he looked for the fisherman. His 
whiskers were trimmed; he seemed sleek 
and prosperous, and—yes, sir—he was look- 
ing out of the corner of one eye at Jane ! 

Wide awake now and bubbling with laugh- 
ter and delight, Benny’s eyes.almost tumbled 
over to Jane in their haste to see if anything 
had happened to her, It had, sure enough, 
The sharp, thin features had softened and 
rounded ; there was a ribbon or some other 
fancy fixing around her neck, and Jane was 
actually smiling ! 

** Uncle Phil? ’’ 

That jolly soul must have lain awake all 
night listening for that very call, for Benny 
had but just had time to discover the grand- 
| father comfortably seated in his new arm- 

chair, when his call was answered in person, 
Uncle Phil crept into bed with Benny. 

** How did you do it?’’ demanded Benny, 
happily. 

** Gave them a thousand dollars.’’ 

**Oh, yes, I remember.’? Benny was 
pleased with the fancy. 
fisherman went first thing when you gave 
him his share,—to the barber shop, didn’t 
he?”? 

‘* Hesurely did. And do you know where 
Jane went?”’ 

‘*To the dry-goods store. Isn’t she pretty 
though ? She looks lots younger.’’ 

** Nothing like a little appreciation to make 
folks look young and happy,’’ said Uncle 
Phil. ‘* How du you like the farmer ?’’ 

** Where ? where ?”’ 

Uncle Phil pointed. Directly over Benny’s 

| head stood the fattest, jolliest farmer imag- 








| inable, fairly beaming with good nature, and 
waving his hand to his wife on the other side 
of the ceiling. Benny looked over to the 
dull little farm mother. She, too, had 
brightened up, and seemed to have arisen 
and to be going to meet her husband. 


‘* Well, I am awful glad,’’ smiled Benny, | 
‘* They made me feel kind of trou- | 


happily. 
bled, you know, Uncle Phil, because noth- 
ing fitted. I guess they think a lot of you.”’ 
| ~** Yes, they seemed tu. The fisherman 
there was so tickled he promised me he 
would throw away his old pipe. I told him 
Jane didn’t like tobacco smoke: makes her 
| cough, you know,”’ 

A léng time Benny lay there and thought 
of his family. 
asleep, when Benny said, **\Do you know, I 
think the fisherman and Jane are going to 
get married very soon, and I’d like to build 
them a house. .I was thinking we could 


more lines, and if you kind of squint, you 


‘** 1 know where the, 


Uncle Phil had nearly fallen | 


Gye Sanday School Gimes 


take the old chimney-corner and use some | 
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know, you can make a house out of it real | 


nice. Can’t you see it ?’’ 

Everybody who came to the house after 
that had to be taken to Benny’s room to 
hear all about the mended fortunes of the 
happy Ceiling family. Somehow or other 
it seemed to help the boy who had their wel- 
fare so at heart to get well, and before Uncle 
Phil left for Europe for a year of study, 
Benny was up and about, his healthy, happy 
self once more. 


look up at the clean, 


| his far-away uncle : 
**Dear Uncle Phil : 
wife and their boys, and the grandfather, 


In the spring, when the rooms were calci- | 
mined and Benny sat down in his room to | 
white ceiling from | 
whence the family had vanished, he wrote to | 


The farmer and his | 


and the fisherman and Jane his wife—the | 


whole family—have gone to’ Europe for a 
pleasure trip. What do you think of that! 


| If you see any of them over there please give | 


| them my best love. I shouldn’t wonder but 
what they’d like it so well over there they’d 
never come back.”’ 

And they never did. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs. 


Teachers’ Bible 


a 4%X6%, fine white paper, clear 

“type, 60,000 references, concord- 
ance, illustrated dictionary, ready 
reference hand book, 4,000 ques- 
tions and answers. 15 colored maps. 
Price, $1.50, postpaid. Other 
books equally as low. 


W.B. WENTWORTH 
29a Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Bible Study Book Free 


A complete Synopsis of Bible Study of great value to 
all students of the Word. Send postal-card request to 
Seottese Bible Correspondence School, Room 

40, 150 Nassau Street, New York. 


IBLE COLLEGE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. J. 
be Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
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The American 
Standard 
Bible 


is a Bible which every one 
can understand, It re- 
quires no scholarly knowl- 
edge to interpret the 
meaning, and no dictionary 
to explain obsolete words, phrases and 
expressions. It makes everything clear, 
For sale by all booksellers and publishers. 


Interesting Booklet Sent Free 
Send a postal card for our free booklet 
which tells the réverent story of this noble 
work. It will give you a true idea of what 
the American Standard Bible means to the 
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Winning Men 
One By One 


BY H. WELLINGTON WOOD 
A Book of Strong Human Interest 


The author is a business man connected 
with one of the largest firms in the 
country; he tells of actual experiences 
he has had in winning men to Christ, 
under widely varying conditions. Cloth 
covers, 50 cents, net, postaid; paper 
covers, 30 cents, net, postpaid. 
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Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
exable all the teachers of a school toexamine i:, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








212 


THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson for May 10) APRIL 25, 1908 





THE POLICEMAN 
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This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housekeeper’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neig bors kitchen. These mark 

ood housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 

















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear mtg | pare spread 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 
Get ‘* Improved,’ no tacks required 
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Piease eaten this paper 
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ebner, O. sold 22 pairs in 
. ew ae Byhey AA we show CUTS H DU Eu. 
tow. Outer. § Thomas Mfy. Ce., 186 K St., Baytea, 6. 








Strong as a Mule 
Farmer Gets Power From Food 


Any one can better his condition, if 
eating improper food, by changing to the 
right kin 

It is becoming well known amony all 
classes of people in this country, ‘that 
strength of mind and body come from 
the nourishment that is taken into the | 

system in the form of food. 

A cowboy whose stomach got all out 
of order on a ranch, went to farming and 
incidentally found the cause of his trou- 
ble and the way out of it. He writes : 

‘*T was raised on a cow ranch, lived 
like the rest on beef and potatoes, often | 
eating too much, until my stomach be- 
came so weak and I was so run down I 
had to quit the job. 

‘*Then I tried farming but did not get 
any better. My nerves were all unstrung 
and I could not sleep at night, A year 
ago I saw an ad, about Grape-Nuts 
being such a wonderful food, and told 
my wife I was going to try it. 

*«So I bought a box of Grape-Nuts and 
by the time I had used this food two 
weeks, the weakness began to leave my 
stomach. 

‘*Now I weigh 184 lbs., and am as 
strong asa mule. We eat Grape-Nuts 
for breakfast, and I also take some as a 
lunch between meals. 
Grape-Nuts is the best food there is, 
and nearly every one in town, seeing my | 
improvement, has taken to eating it. 

‘* There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
**The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 










The Young People’s . 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, Mayto. Being a Christian 
I, In our work and play (John 5 : 17; 
Eccl. 9 : 10, Prov. 17 : 22). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MON.—A servent who was dear (Luke 7 : 
I-10). 

‘TUEs.—Conscientious work (‘Titus 2 :9, 10). 

WED.— Patient under abuse (1 Pet. 2 :18- 


20). 
THUR.— Expecting rewards (Matt. 6 : 30- 
34). ; 
FRI.—Ministering to the mind (1 Sam, 16: 


16-23). 
SAT.— Playing in Jerusalem (Zech. 8 : 1-6). 











Mention some habits that make employees 
valuable. 


Tell how Christian profession is sometimes 
falsified in the workshop. 


Name men who have risen by Christian faith- 
fulness. 


HRISTIANITY is not one room in a 
house, but the spirit and atmosphere 
of all the rooms from cellar to attic. 

When we become Christians we do not build 
on an addition to our lives. We have our 
whole lives transformed and _ transfused, 
changed and permeated by the love and life 
and spirit of Christ. 


If we are Christians it will surely appear 
in our work, ‘* We must work the work of 
him that sent me, while it is day,’’ said Jesus, 
grouping his disciples with himself in the 
duty of finishing, before night, the work of 
the Father. ‘*My Father worketh,’’ he 
said, ‘‘and I work.’’ Those who are the 
faithful children of such a Father will be 
like him, working unrestingly and restfully. 
No one hears God work. It is always calm 
and still, The thunders of the storms and 
the rears of the cataracts are as nothing to 
the silences of the hills and of the stars. 
And yet God is ever upholding all things by 


the universe is his. All who believe in 
such a God will have their work determined 
in its spirit and character by their belief. 


There are some kinds of work which 
Christians cannot engage in,—work that in- 
jures others or that accomplishes no good 
end they cannot waste life upon. All Chris- 
tian work must be done cheerfully, honestly, 
faithfully. Christians ought to be known as 
above all trickery and short measure, all 
clipping of service rendered, all use of bad 
materials, all skimping and foul play. Their 
work should glorify God. And their word 
should be as good as gold. A member of the 

Society of Friends tells of the first business 
| he once had with a man who had known his 
grandfather : 

**Soon after my marriage, my wife and I 
settled on a farm on the Wea Piains, near 
the High-Gap, about eight miles southwest 
of Lafayette. There being a good orchar 





I must say that | 





an the farm, I took a load of winter pore oo 
to the city to sell one day. When I stopped | 
| my wagon near a bank in the city, the peaale | 
| dent of the bank, who was called Judge 
Barbee, came out and looked at them. He 
asked me how many there were and the 
| price. Being satisfied, 
his hat, came out and got on the wagon and 
we drove to his house. We commenced 
| measuring them out and his hired man car- 
ried them into the cellar. Pretty soon he 
| asked me where the apples were raised and 
| what my name was. When [ told him, he 
looked at me and said, ‘ Are you any relation 
to ‘*old Uncle Denny Jay’’ of Miami County, 
Ohio?’ When | told him that = was his eld- 
est grandchild, he laid down fhe half-bushel 
|} and said, ‘We will not measure another 
apple. I will take your word as to the num- 
ber of bushels !’ When I reminded him that a 
great many good grandfathers had dishonest 
grandsons, the reply was ‘You cannot af- 
ford to lie if you are his grandson. 
done several thousand dollars’ worth of busi- 
| ness with your grandfather and we never 
had a scratch of a pen between us. I would 
trust his word for any sum.’ ”’ 


% 
To be a Christian in play will mean that if 


| it is in us, we shall be good players and as 


happy in losing as in winning. We will al- 
ways win, whether we work or-play, when 
we succeed in acting as Christians should. 


the word of his power, and all the energy of 
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board, $22.50 
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“The King’s Business,” “‘ The Glory Song,” “ Grace Enough for Me,” Etc. 
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gs never before published. 
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Children’s Day Music ®LOSSOMS BRIGHT 


A CANTATA FOR 





Music by 
Post, Nevin, and others. 


AN ENSIGN OF THE PEOPLE 


Price, $4.00 per 100; 
$4.25 postpaid. 


Gaeteren | s Day Harvest Home 
Flower Sunday 


or an 
Fourth of July Special eereten 
t » 87.2" , 
30 cen shee errr Ozen, 











12 returnable services of all , Publishers. sent on request. 
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Children’s Day Music 


few S. S$. WD vOLeEs, or Pre rams 
— 


4 G SER ALS, by be B. i iicon 
Usual Prices. Boek 5 cents in stamps and 
mention this paper to secure a sample of each 
of the three. 


New Sacred Cantata for Choir and $. $. 
THE FESTAL QUEEN, by Ira B. Wilson 
Price 15 cents per copy, post-paid. 


Children’s Day Treasury No. 18 
Recitation, Exercise, Drill, and Tableau Book- |‘ 
let. Exceptional Primary Material. 15 cents 
per copy post-paid. 


Secular Cantatas 
UEEN 0’ THE BYLAND, © J.8. Fearis 
IONIC IN PAIRYLA BE. 8. Lorens 
RAINBOW FETE, b . 8. Lorenz 


All three for children, ces, 30 cents per 

copy. Send 10 cents, mention this paper and 

get these three secular cantatas on selection 

paid? returned post-paid in 10 days if not 
for. 


New (908 S. S$. Song Book 
UNITED PRAISE, by Lorenz and Wilson 
224 pages, over 100 new songs, bound in cloth 
boards. Price 25 cents per copy, $25.00 per 
hundred. A returnable copy sent pest-paid 
for 30 days’ exami by this 
paper. 
THE Lorenz PusLIshInE co. 
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CHILDREN’S. DAY SERVICES 
THE GARDEN OF THE LORD and 
VOICES OF SUMMER 


ices by Adam Ge ers. 


per copy ; $4.00 per hundred, not prepaid. 


CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Children’s Day 
Services 


*NATURE’S MESSAGE 
"GARLANDS OF PRAISE 
SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 


5 cents per copy 
Prices ss cents per dozen } Postpaid. 


45 per hundred 
*Orchestrated, 10 instruments $1.00. Sample 
package, the above three and others sent for roc. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH Co. 
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SONGS AND FLOW = Samples of 
VOICES OF CREATI four for 
BEAUTY AND BLESSINGS. 12 cents in 
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ear. Something new.) The Voice of Praise has a 
arge number great songs for ——w s Day. 


$25.00 the hundred. Returnable copy § ree. 
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Hynifis, Carols, Choruses, etc., for all 
lessons 

found in 
the Sunday-school; edited by Adam Geibel. Full 
cloth binding, 30. cents copy, postpaid ; $25.00 per hun- 
dred, not prepaid. Examination copy sent anywhere. 
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By Charles McIlvaine 


Author of “1000 American Fungi ”’ 





if you know a growing boy 
whose eyes are just getting big 
as the world’s wonders open up, 
give him this book. Oran alert, 
wide-awake girl, either, for that 
matter. The author tells about 
dust, toadstools, flies, Jack 
Frost, poison plants, etc., in a 
most happy way, and at the 
same time gives scores of useful 
facts about common things. 


Illustrated. 75 cents, net, postpaid. 
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you have — received the 

our 0 proposition, the ki 

nish, the inducements we give, we cannot afford to 
ind of roofing AT ANY PRICE. 

If you have any use for roofing and you haven't 
received these samples, then turn to Department of 
Roofi in one of our late Big Catalogues. If ~~ 
haven’t one, borrow your neighbor’s; on ae his 
moment, on a postal card addressed to us say,“ Mail me 
roofing samples and yourlatest Toons offers.” 
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Acme Fence for lawns, eeeeees: 
gardens, . etc. ees 
coated with white enamelled Sapa 
int. Any height. Any length. 
—, wine to fence dealers. 
E NCE CO. 


7e1 ‘oueue Street, Detroit, Mich. 





Classified Advertising 
Patents 


PATEN’ I'S obtained and trade m trade marks registered. Ap- 
plications carefully drawn. Moderate charges. 
Our booklet ‘Concerning Patents’’ mailed free. 
Calver & Calver, Patent Apomeys. Washington, D.C. 
(Formerly Examiners U. . Patent Office.) 











F inancial 


IX PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 

2,000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 

ji saveotnee during past 12 years. Write for book- 

Tee. New York Realty Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 
‘ifth Avenue, New York. 


Pictures 


SEND FIVE CENTS for catalog of Tissot Pictures. 

A complete list of 240 Subjects, containing two 

colored pictures, easily detnahed, The Stu nday School 
‘imes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 3, sccemevaze Pa. 








Vou have ninth to sell that somebody 
else would want to buy if he knew of itt. 
Isn't the Times’ Classified Advertising De- 
partment the connecting-link ? 
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